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northern Fars. The present article aims to present a reinterpretation of
the tombstones, symbols, shapes on them and tombstone designs
based on written and archaeological evidence of the tombstones and a
comparative study with cemeteries in northern Fars, and in order to
answer these questions: 1. What characteristics did the tombstones of
the late Islamic centuries of northern Fars have and what types of
designs and texts did they depict? 2. How can these designs and
inscriptions be interpreted in the cultural space of northern Fars and
how do they display the cultural and religious characteristics of
northern Fars? It is assumed that these tombstones represent the
cultural and religious characteristics of their deceased and reveal signs
of convergence in the northern Fars region. This research was
conducted using a descriptive-analytical method. The findings and its
statistical population are four cemeteries of the late Islamic period
with tombstones with paintings and inscriptions, which are based on
field surveys and documentary studies. The results of the study show
that the structure of the tombstones has altar, cradle, coffin and simple
frames with human, plant, animal, symbolic motifs, objects, tools and
inscriptions that display the religious, cultural and artistic beliefs of
the cemeteries of northern Fars. Examining the dates on the
tombstones and comparing them with written sources shows that their
time period is from the Safavid to Pahlavi periods.
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Introduction

From the beginning of existence to the present day, one of the most fundamental thoughts of
man has been the issue of death and the world after it. This insight has a set of various
manifestations and manifestations in all societies. Man has shown different actions regarding
death and its reason, the transformation of existence into nothingness, the belief in the
presence of spirits and life after death, which are rooted in the beliefs and thoughts of his
creators, a large part of which is related to graves and tombstones (Khosrowzadeh, 1377:1).
Before being an indication of his death, a man’s grave is a sign of his life. Because death is
the fruit of life and a smaller part of life (Pourkarim, 1342:20). After self-preservation, the
greatest problem of man throughout history has been how to “pass through life” (Bavarsai and
Taherabadi, 1392:2). One of the innate feelings and instincts of man is his sense of
immortality. Since physical immortality is not possible for it and it is thought that after death
it must somehow be present and watchful in the minds of the living. The tombstone has long
been the bearer of the most beautiful designs, writing, expressive compositions and interesting
examples of poetry and prose from time to time. Apart from customary designs, the
tombstone has long played a role as a medium for transmitting orders from officials and rulers
and other administrative and informational matters to the people, to the extent that it is
difficult to study political affairs, the method of government and administrative procedures in
any period without using the tombstone (ibid.: 2). One of the main and inseparable elements
of tombstones, without these works losing their special function, is the writing on them.
Generally, in the first stage, a tombstone should inform about its owner. The name of the
deceased, the name of the father, the names of the deceased's ancestors, the date of birth and
date of death, the name of the clan, tribe and family, the location of the valley, and the cause
of death (Khosrowzadeh, 1377:4).

Human remains reflect the culture, beliefs, and lifestyle of past societies (Ghahremani et al.,
2021: 83). Among them, burial remains are of particular importance, because burial practices
and rituals directly stem from beliefs about death and the afterlife (Dark, 2018: 111; Rezaloo,
2012: 102). In fact, the burial of the dead is a reflection of human thoughts about death, the
afterlife, and the social structure of societies (Shaddel, 2019: 2). Burial in the Islamic era is
not only a reflection of religious beliefs and Islamic beliefs, but also indicates social, cultural,
and artistic developments in Islamic societies (Ettinghausen et al., 2001). As part of this ritual,
tombstones provide valuable information about history, art, and religion and were usually
decorated with decorative motifs, Quranic verses, and religious poems (Milwright, 2010). In
Iran, tombstones were decorated with Kufic and Naskh scripts and verses related to death and
were influenced by pre-Islamic art, while in the Arab regions, simplicity was emphasized
(Insoll, 2002; Petersen, 2013). One of the prominent features of Islamic tombstones is the use
of specific symbols and motifs, each of which has deep cultural and religious meanings
(Grabar, 1992). These cemeteries are considered part of the documents of northern Fars as a
type of historical, cultural, and social arena, and their study and understanding provides
researchers with valuable information about the place of residence, worldview, lifestyle, and
burial traditions. In this article, the tombstones of cemeteries in northern Fars and the themes
of their decorative motifs are categorized and analyzed, and an attempt is made to understand
some of the cultural and religious values of northern Fars.

Discussion

The tombstones of the late Islamic centuries in northern Fars (Marvdasht and Bavanat) are
considered a valuable part of the written history of this region, and have a special place in
archaeological, linguistic and Iranian art studies. Which will be discussed separately in the

interpretation of the tombstones of four cemeteries .This research examines and documents
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four prominent cemeteries in northern Fars and presents a coherent and systematic
classification through comparative comparison. Despite the similarity in structure, shape and
appearance of each tombstone due to differences in details and decorations, it has unique
features from an artistic, social and religious perspective. These works are mainly made of
local stones and neighboring areas, with limestone and marble stones, which are observed due
to the weather and resistance of the stone. Most of these tombstones have a rectangular cubic
structure that provides a suitable surface for carvings and decorations. The dimensions of
most tombstones vary from about 50 to 200 centimeters. Based on the shape and decoration of
these works, they are divided into categories such as box, raised stone, and cradle. Each of the
shapes represents the indigenous culture and practices of the deceased, has carved decorative
motifs and includes geometric elements, symbols, linear inscriptions, plant and symbolic
motifs.

Conclusion

The results of the present study can be considered as follows; The history of centuries related
to death, such as burial and torment, has been inseparable and shown in life. Also, the
connection of people's religious beliefs and convictions with it has drawn more attention.
Especially in the Islamic era and the later Islamic centuries, there was a lot of respect for the
deceased and the belief in his or her survival. The result of these cases in the field of art and
culture is the works left behind by the tombstones of the later Islamic centuries in northern
Fars. In all the tombstones of northern Fars, the traces of artists with the art of engraving,
calligraphy, etc. can be seen. Arabic and Persian lines are not seen in the tombstones. All the
tombstones of northern Fars mostly followed the same pattern and similar features and
components are observed, and in some, specific to the individual. The texts of the tombstones
include the name, date, Persian poems, etc., each of which is carved by the deceased. The
designs of the tombstones are classified into various categories including animal designs,
human designs, human and geometric designs. Carved designs such as the "cypress tree" are
signs of the living being of the individual. In terms of appearance, the decorations and designs
have been influenced by local and indigenous cultures, which have been classified as stone
chests, cradles and boards.
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