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Qajar period in the village of Karaj in the Dinavar region and
compare them with other contemporary castles. This research is a
descriptive-analytical method and by conducting field and library
studies, it intends to study the common architectural pattern for
building a castle in some villages of Dinavar region in the Qajar
period. The main questions in this article are: 1. What does the
abundance of rural castles in the west of the country have to do with
the social and economic conditions of the Qajar period? 2. What kind
of spatial and plan structure do the castles of Karaj village belonging
to the Qajar period in the Dinavar region follow, and in what other
areas can similar examples be seen? The results show that such rural
castles as lordly houses belonged to the Khan of each village or
region, which were built for social and economic reasons such as
agriculture and taxation with square plans and four circular towers in
the corners of the building. Based on preliminary studies, it can be
said that similar examples of this type of plan can be seen from
different regions of Kermanshah, Ilam, Lorestan and Dehloran
provinces in the Qajar period.

Keywords: Qajar period, Rural Castles, Khan, Dinavar region, Karaj
Castle.

@ ® @ © Author(s) retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

Publisher: Lorestan University.


mailto:Parisarahimi.a@gmail.com
mailto:Eghbal1262@yahoo.com
https://orcid.org/0000%20–%200002-%209526-0547
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1676-57162

VFe¥ olawsli g 5ke (Jgl oyl (Jgl Sl o 515 (bl Ll (slo g5y Yf?J\
=

Introduction

Researchers have divided Iranian castles into two general types: mountainous and plain
(flatland), and in terms of geographical location and function, into various types: military and
borderline, highway, governor's residence or chief or khan's residence, etc. (Mollazadeh and
Mohammadi, 2006: 16; Soheili et al., 2015: 38). Mountain castles did not have a pre-prepared
plan or map and were usually built according to the natural location of the rocks, but castles in
the plains and flatland had a specific geometric design and were built with square,
rectangular, polygonal, and circular plans (Kiani, 2007: 15). Due to its strategic and
geographical location, the Dinavar region has been one of the main population centers of
western Iran since the Sassanian period and has enjoyed encompass an important political and
economic position. Therefore, we encounter the name Dinavar in abundance in written
sources of the Islamic period, which indicates its strategic importance and significant position
in different periods (Abul-Fida, 1970: 471. Estakhri, 1994: 415). The Dinavar region has
always been exposed to military attacks - such as the Arab attack on Iran - which indicates its
political, military and economic importance to the kings and rulers, both inner and foreign
(Ibn Athir, 2006: 245; Boladzari, 1967: 125. Yaqoubi, 1977: 45). Dinavar is one of the
important regions of Kermanshah province in western Iran; In some of its villages, remains of
castles from the late Islamic era (Qajar) can be seen, which have not been researched so far.
By researching them, new information can be obtained about the architectural characteristics
and usage of such castles in the region. The Karaj village castle, as a castle from the Qajar
period and one of the historical monuments in the Dinavar region, displays a valuable legacy
of the social fabric, cultural customs, identity, and architectural appearance of this region.

Discussion

The rural castles of the Qajar period, which were built in almost all villages in the western
region of the country and other regions of Iran, functioned mainly as centers for managing the
village economy and agricultural land revenues. One of these Qajar-era castles is the castle of
Karaj village in the Dinavar region, which has a square-rectangular plan with four circular
towers at the corners of the castle and an entrance gate. This type of plan has been widely
used in villages in different regions of Iran. Archaeological research shows that this type of
square-rectangular plan with four circular towers at the corners of the castle has been widely
used in villages in different regions of Iran. A completely similar example of this castle can be
seen on the southern side of the village of Shirkhan, 5.5 km from the eastern side of the
village of Karaj. On the ruins of Dinavar, south of the central hill in the village of Shirkhan,
there are evidence and remains of a relatively small bathhouse and castle measuring 65 x 40
meters from the Qajar period, which seems to have been built on older layers from later
periods (Dehghan and Zarei, 2024: 300-299. Figure 9-10). Also, in the village of “Bezah-
Rod” in Dinavar, the remains of a Qajar castle that is almost identical can be seen (Figure 11).
Other examples completely similar to the Karaj village castle can be seen in the ruined castle
of Tepe Yavan in the Ab Razavar valley of Kermanshah (Schmidt, 1940: pl. 99), Tepe
Kadkhoda Kalander on the banks of the Seymareh River in Lorestan Province (Schmidt,
1940: pl. 54), Choghasfid Castle of Dehloran (Hole, 1977:42. pl. 1-5), Pour-Ashraf Castle in
the Ilam city valley (Lashkeri and Sharifinia, 2018: 145), Konjan-Cham Castle in Mehran,
Ilam Province (Soheili et al., 2015: 34), and Khanik Castle in Boshroieh County in South
Khorasan Province (Sharif Kazemi et al., 2015: 5) (Figure 12). Also, this type of quadrangular
plan with quadrangular towers at the corners along with an entrance door is seen in all the
rural castles of Dastgardan in Tabas, with a shape completely similar to the castle of Karaj
village (Zarei et al., 2021: 147) (Figure 13).
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Conclusion

One of the Qajar-period fortresses is the Karaj Village Fortress in the Dinavar region, which
features a square—rectangular plan with four round towers at the corners and a single entrance
gate. The fortress’s outer defensive elements indicate that it belongs to the mountain-type
fortresses, located at the center and highest point of the village, surrounded by high walls with
watchtowers on all four sides. Arrow slits can be observed on both the upper and lower parts
of each tower. Considering the presence of a perennial spring near the southern side of the
fortress and a small permanent stream that once flowed from the hillside, it appears that water
supply was not an issue for the inhabitants. The southern facade of the fortress is two stories
high, with the main entrance and reception rooms (Shahneshin) located on the upper floor.
The entrance consists of a wooden door set within a semi-circular arched niche. Access to the
courtyard or central area of the structure was provided through a vestibule (Hashti) covered
by a domed ceiling. The exterior fagade on the southern side and the interior elevations of the
fortress is adorned with arched niches, featuring medium-sized pointed and semi-circular
arches. Local materials such as mudbrick and fired brick, bound with straw-mud mortar, were
used in its construction, and wooden beams served as the roof structure. This type of
architectural plan was widely used in rural areas across Iran during the Qajar period, sharing
strong similarities in layout, architectural components, and local materials. In this study,
similar examples are discussed, including the Shirkhan and Bezrud village fortresses in the
Dinavar region, as well as other rural fortresses in the Kermanshah, Lorestan, Khuzestan,
Ilam, and Khorasan provinces. These examples collectively indicate a relatively uniform
architectural pattern for rural fortresses built during the Qajar era.
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