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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Article type: In Islamic Iranian architecture, inscriptions serve not only as
Research Article decorative elements but also as enduring historical, religious, and
Article History: politicgl doguments that reYeal t.he' cultural layers qf their. time. This
Received study investigates a stone inscription from the Qajar period located
January 27, 2025 within the shrine of Imamzadeh Mohammad-Bager in the village of
Accepted Rudak (Rudbar-e Qasran, Shemiranat, Tehran). Executed in Nastaliq
i‘me 21,2025 script and composed as a panegyric qasida, the inscription contains
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references to the buried figure, the reigning monarch Fath-Ali Shah
Qajar, and the artisans involved in its creation. Employing a
descriptive-analytical methodology based on field observation and
library research, the study explores the historical context, calligraphic
features, poetic structure, and symbolic content of the inscription. The
findings demonstrate that the inscription, dated to 1246 AH (1830
CE), functions as a multi-layered artifact reflecting devotional,
political, and artistic intentions. Comparative analysis with
contemporary inscriptions such as those at Tang-e Vashi and
Cheshmeh Ali further elucidates its stylistic and ideological
significance.
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Introduction

Iranian architecture and visual arts have long served as vehicles for expressing religious,
social, and political ideals. Among these, inscriptions occupy a unique position as textual
embodiments of cultural memory. During the Qajar era, particularly under the reign of Fath-
Ali Shah, the production of stone and tile inscriptions with religious and royal themes
flourished. The Rudbar-e Qasran region, with its mountainous terrain and historical depth,
contains numerous such monuments. The present study focuses on the stone inscription of
Imamzadeh Mohammad-Bager in Rudak village, an artifact that has received limited
scholarly attention. The research aims to analyse its historical dating, calligraphic style, poetic
structure, and the individuals referenced within the text, thereby contributing to a deeper
understanding of Qajar-era epigraphy.

Rudak village lies northwest of Lashkarak in the Rudbar-e Qasran district of Shemiranat,
Tehran. The shrine of Imamzadeh Mohammad-Bager is situated in the southern part of the
village. The inscription is mounted on the interior wall of the shrine and measures 39 by 112
centimeters. Carved in high-quality marble, the text is rendered in raised Nastaliq script. A
visible fracture runs through the middle of the stone, indicating damage over time. Historical
accounts suggest that the buried figure was martyred en route to join Imam Reza (AS) in
Khorasan, and the shrine is registered as a national heritage site (No. 10389, October 2003).

Discussion

The inscription employs Nastaliq script, often referred to as the “bride of Islamic scripts.”
While its architectural use became prominent during the Safavid period, its origins trace back
to the Timurid era, notably through Mir Ali Tabrizi. Nastaliq’s horizontal alignment and
curved forms distinguish it from earlier scripts such as Kufic and the six canonical styles. In
comparison to other Qajar inscriptions—such as those at Sepahsalar Mosque, Nasir al-Mulk
Mosque, and Tang-e Vashi—the Rudak inscription exhibits less ornamental detail and simpler
framing. Nonetheless, its execution in stone rather than tile reflects a specific regional and
material choice.

The inscription is composed in the meter “maf*tl fa‘ilat mafa‘il fa‘ilun,” known as “modare*
mothamman akhrab makfif mahdhtf,” famously used by Mohtasham Kashani in his elegy for
Imam Hussein (AS). While the Rudak inscription lacks the poetic rigor of Mohtasham’s
work, it functions as a devotional qasida with Shi‘i mystical undertones. The text sanctifies
the burial site, emphasizes the noble lineage of the deceased (descendant of Imam Musa al-
Kazim), and extols Fath-Ali Shah as a just and victorious ruler. Celestial imagery—stars, sun,
moon, and heavens—is employed to elevate the shrine’s spiritual status.

The inscription contains an explicit chronogram in the verse: “Mahmoud said, regarding the
year of construction: ‘This is the resting place of the son of Musa ibn Ja‘far.”” Calculating the
abjad value of the second hemistich yields the year 1246 AH. Additionally, the verse “Thirty
years have passed since he became the gatekeeper of this threshold” aligns with the latter part
of Fath-Ali Shah’s reign (1212-1250 AH). This dating situates the Rudak inscription between
the Tang-e Vashi (1233 AH) and Cheshmeh Ali (1247-1248 AH) inscriptions.

Unlike the Tang-e Vashi and Cheshmeh Ali inscriptions, which feature elaborate bas-reliefs
of the king and his entourage, the Rudak inscription relies solely on textual content. The
absence of figural imagery suggests a more localized and religiously focused intent. In Tang-e
Vashi, Fath-Ali Shah is depicted hunting with Abbas Mirza and other courtiers, while
Cheshmeh Ali presents a familial portrait. These visual narratives serve propagandistic
purposes, reinforcing royal authority. In contrast, the Rudak inscription conveys similar
themes through poetic and symbolic language.

The inscription mentions several religious figures: Imam Mohammad-Bager, Prophet
Muhammad (referred to as Ahmad), Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq, and Imam Musa al-Kazim. Fath-
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Ali Shah is praised with titles such as “gatekeeper of the threshold,” “victorious king,” and
“Alexander’s barrier against Gog and Magog,” alluding to his role in defending Islam and the
nation. The term “engineer” (mohandes) is used metaphorically to describe the artisans as
heavenly beings, echoing historical usage in texts like the Tarikh-e Beyhaqi and architectural
inscriptions from the Ilkhanid period.

Conclusion

The inscription of Imamzadeh Mohammad-Bager in Rudak represents a distinctive example
of Qajar-era epigraphy, combining religious devotion, poetic artistry, and political messaging.
Dated to 1246 AH, it reflects the stylistic norms of Nastaliq calligraphy and the ideological
climate of Fath-Ali Shah’s reign. Compared to contemporaneous inscriptions with figural
reliefs, the Rudak inscription relies on textual eloquence to convey its themes. Its emphasis on
noble lineage, royal patronage, and spiritual symbolism underscores the multifaceted role of
inscriptions in shaping cultural memory. The mention of engineers and the use of chronogram
further enrich its historical value. As a localized yet ideologically potent artifact, the Rudak
inscription offers valuable insights into the interplay of art, politics, and religion in Qajar Iran.
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