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Article type: The Safavid period represents one of the most significant historical
Research Article eras in Iran with regard to ceramic production. Throughout this era, a
Article History: wide range of both unglazed and glazed pottery was manufactured
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ceramics from this period remain inadequately studied and poorly
understood. This situation underscores the necessity of conducting an
independent and comprehensive investigation into the ceramics of this
era. Accordingly, the present study has been undertaken with the aim
of establishing a typology and classification of pottery produced
during the Safavid period. The central research question of this study
is: What types of pottery were produced and used in Iran during the
Safavid era? To address this, a descriptive-classificatory methodology
has been employed, with data gathered through library-based research
and the examination of collections housed in various museums both
inside and outside Iran. The findings indicate that, in addition to the
well-known types, a considerable variety of other glazed and
unglazed wares were also produced during this period. Among these,
stonepaste and, to some extent, earthenware vessels decorated with
underglaze-painted designs exhibit the greatest diversity.
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Introduction

The Safavid period can be regarded as one of the most significant historical eras in Iran in
terms of diverse artisanal production. During this time, a revival of various crafts and arts—
including metalwork, textile weaving, woodcarving, and ceramics—was observed. Among
these, ceramics emerged as one of the most prominent and well-recognized arts of the period,
with numerous examples preserved and displayed in museums both within Iran and abroad.
The production of ceramics was so extensive and refined that certain wares, such as
Gombroon and blue-and-white ceramics, were recognized as export commodities to European
countries. Consequently, European travelers, including Jean Chardin, took note of these
works and documented them in their writings. Despite the historical significance of Safavid
ceramics, prior research has predominantly focused on a limited number of prominent
examples, leaving many other types insufficiently studied. This gap highlights the necessity of
conducting an independent study aimed at comprehensively documenting, typologically
classifying, and analyzing the full range of ceramics produced during this period.
Accordingly, the present research was undertaken with the objective of identifying,
categorizing, and classifying Safavid ceramics.

Given the extensive but fragmented studies on Safavid ceramics to date, the central research
question of this study is: How many distinct types of ceramics existed during the Safavid
period, and what were their defining characteristics?

As indicated in the title of the present study, a combination of descriptive-analytical and
typological-classificatory methods was employed. Data were collected through the
examination of various library sources, unpublished reports, and museum collections. These
data were subsequently organized and classified based on features such as decorative motifs
and patterns, typology, and overall classification. Finally, through image refinement and
comparative analysis, the research findings were consolidated and presented.

Discussion

The analysis of Safavid ceramics in this study highlights both the technological sophistication
and the stylistic diversity of ceramic production during this period. The classification into
unglazed and glazed wares, and further subdivision of glazed ceramics into clay-based and
fritware groups, revealed distinct patterns in terms of material composition, decorative motifs,
and manufacturing techniques. Unglazed ceramics, although limited in number, were notable
for their functional simplicity and local production characteristics, suggesting they were
primarily intended for domestic use. In contrast, glazed wares exhibited a wide range of forms,
colors, and decorative styles, reflecting both regional variation and the influence of foreign
models. Certain glazed ceramics, particularly blue-and-white wares, demonstrated clear
inspiration from Chinese prototypes, indicating that Iranian potters were not only aware of
foreign trends but also adept at adapting these styles to local tastes and materials. Similarly,
the presence of European-influenced forms, such as vase-shaped molds and egg-holder
vessels, underscores the responsiveness of Safavid artisans to external markets, particularly
the European export demand. This dual influence reflects a sophisticated understanding of
both aesthetic and commercial considerations, which contributed to the high degree of
diversity observed in the production centers. The typological analysis further revealed that
fritware ceramics tended to be more elaborately decorated and technically complex than clay-
based wares, suggesting a hierarchical organization in production quality, possibly linked to
market demand and intended clientele. The spatial distribution of ceramic types across major
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centers such as Kerman, Isfahan, Tabriz, and Ardabil also indicates specialized local
production and possibly interregional exchange networks. Such patterns imply that Safavid
ceramic production was not uniform but rather a dynamic system influenced by local
traditions, available materials, and international aesthetic trends. Overall, the findings of this
study demonstrate that Safavid ceramics were a product of both innovation and adaptation.
The combination of Chinese and European influences, along with indigenous techniques,
produced a rich material culture that catered to both domestic and international audiences.
These results not only provide a clearer understanding of the technological and stylistic
characteristics of Safavid ceramics but also highlight the importance of systematic typological
and compositional analyses in reconstructing historical craft practices. Future research could
expand on these findings by incorporating chemical analyses, provenance studies, and more
extensive comparative work to further elucidate the complexities of Safavid ceramic
production.

Conclusion

The Safavid era represents one of the most significant periods in the history of Iranian
ceramic production. During this time, a combination of political, economic, and cultural
factors—including the heightened interest of rulers in promoting pottery, the emphasis on
exporting ceramics to European markets, and the competition with Chinese wares—Ied to the
production of highly diverse and refined ceramics. These wares were manufactured across
multiple prominent centers, including Kerman, Mashhad, Isfahan, Tabriz, and Ardabil. The
majority of these ceramics were underglaze-painted pieces executed in stonepaste or fritware;
however, other forms featuring overglaze painting or monochrome glazing have also been
documented, demonstrating considerable sophistication in both fabrication and decorative
techniques. Certain groups of Safavid ceramics were largely imitative of Chinese prototypes,
such as blue-and-white wares or olive-green monochrome vessels, whereas others reveal
notable European influence in terms of vessel form. Examples include vase-shaped forms in
molded monochrome glazed wares and egg-holder vessels in white monochrome Kubace
ceramics. These stylistic and technical affinities suggest that Iranian potters were
simultaneously inspired by Chinese artistic traditions while remaining attentive to the
preferences of European consumers. Accordingly, the primary factor driving the remarkable
diversity and innovation in Safavid ceramic production appears to have been the flourishing
domestic and international markets, with substantial demand from European buyers shaping
both production and design choices.
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