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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Article type: The sacred boundary of the home is regarded as the center of family
Research Article unity and its main sanctuary. The principle of privacy is one of the
Article History: foupdatl‘onal pr1n<:1p.les of Islamlc.culture, pla}{lng a vital rol'e in the
Received social life of Muslims and forming part of important ethical and
January 27, 2025 cultural values. Islam emphasizes the observance of privacy and the
Accepted sanctity of homes in its verses and the Hadiths of the infallible
i‘me 21,2025 Imams. In Islamic architecture, this principle has always been a focal
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point for architects, and it has been upheld in the construction of
houses, which are considered the most private spaces for their
inhabitants. This research examines the tools for creating privacy in
the architectural forms of houses from the Qajar era in the lower street
neighborhood of Mashhad, aligning them with the verses and Hadiths
of the Imams and exploring the impact of this principle on the
formation of spaces within homes and the preservation of privacy. A
descriptive-analytical method and library research have been utilized
for this purpose, based on the verses and narratives related to home
architecture. The manifestations of privacy in the architectural forms
of houses from the Qajar era in the lower street neighborhood of
Mashhad are visually and audibly presented through tools of
placement, introversion, and established hierarchies, which are
consistent with Islamic teachings.
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Introduction

Art in Iran is as old as history, and architecture is considered one of the best Iranian arts.
Iranian-Islamic architecture and art can be considered a living book of history, and historical
sources show that buildings such as temples, pilgrimage and religious places with special
features were built throughout Iran. One of the most important principles of traditional Iranian
architecture, which has received more attention especially during the Islamic era, is the
principle of privacy in buildings, especially residential houses (Sifian, Mahmoudi, 2007: 4).
Privacy is one of the basic principles governing the physical-spatial structure of traditional
Iranian architecture, and its effects are undeniable. Architecture has always been a tool for
expressing the thinking, attitude and ideas of every nation and people, and has been able to
show us the traces of the worldview that governs that culture. The verses and hadiths of the
infallible Imams are the highest source on the issue of privacy in architecture, because the
thought of the Iranian Muslim architect is derived from these teachings, which are reflected in
the creation of his works, and the architect considers all functional, structural, climatic, and
ideological rules (Sifian and Mahmoudi, 2007: 14; Mahdavi-Nejad et al., 2013: 24). The
necessity of examining the methods of creating privacy in historical houses of the Qajar era of
Mashhad based on Islamic teachings can be an effective matter in the current urban planning
and architecture of this city; something that unfortunately is less considered today and we see
its damage in the structure of cities and residential houses. Cultural principles, especially the
principle of privacy, are considered one of the most basic principles in building houses, which
have been ignored. Today, privacy in architecture has fallen victim to economic and social
factors, and the priority for creating a space with privacy has decreased, and houses are alien
to the local culture. The Holy Shrine of Imam Reza (AS) is the greatest symbol of Mashhad,
and the rapid development and privileged position of this city are due to the blessing of this
shrine. The city’s economy is based on the faith and belief of religious and pilgrimage
tourists; therefore, its ancient and historical relics and heritages must be preserved and
maintained (Mahvan, 2013: 8). The present-day Mashhad district was part of the Toos
territory with various settlements, including Sanabad, in which Mashhad is located (Imam,
1337: 80). Until 1305, during the Qajar period, Mashhad consisted of a general street from
west to east called Bala Khayban and Paien Khiyaban, and a general market from the north of
the city to the south of the city, and the rest of the winding and covered alleys were like
corridors (Mahvan, 2013: 9-12). Bala Khayban and Paien Khiyaban passed through the
middle of the ancient courtyard, which was built during the time of Shah Abbas Safavid;
There was a street with four rows of trees and a large stream in the middle (Qajar Qawanloo,
2003: 59). In 1345, the trees in the middle of the street were cut down, and the stream was
also covered, and the historical history of Mashhad was subject to early decisions by the
municipality of the time. This caused the original historical authenticity of Mashhad, which
was recorded by tourists and travel writers in their diaries, to change. The architecture of
Mashhad's neighborhoods until the Qajar period was religious architecture, influenced by the
architecture of the Holy Shrine.

Discussion
The entrance leads to a vestibule that prevents direct view of the courtyard. Location in the
center of the house that is surrounded by walls and rooms, but there is a direct view of the
courtyard from the entrance. - Using a window on the first floor for the royal residence
e Using openings overlooking the courtyard
o These rooms on both sides of the vestibule prevent foreign guests from entering the
private part of the house. Use of tools Introversion Respecting introversion Entrance
to the courtyard of the room Introversion - Use of a large central courtyard - Fewer
openings and windows in the cloakroom and kitchen compared to other rooms
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e Variety of decorations in the royal residence and highlighting this space Type of
privacy - Visual Audiovisual Audio Method of use - Surrounding the courtyard with
high walls and rooms to reduce visibility - Reducing windows to reduce visibility to
private areas

e Variety of materials in areas that are intended to attract attention and simplicity in
areas that are intended to reduce visibility. Using Hierarchy Tools Respecting
Hierarchy Entrance to the Courtyard Room Hierarchy - Opening the house from the
alley to a hallway

e Opening the hallway to a vestibule

o Positioning the entrance opposite the entrance to the courtyard

e Storage room on one side of the vestibule - Separating the privacy of each space from
the courtyard - Separating the Shahneshin from the rooms and the kitchen and the
warehouse (separating the private from the public)

e Creating attention for the Shahneshin section Type of privacy Visual Audiovisual
Visual Audiovisual Method of use - Creating a vestibule and hallway for the entrance
to the house

e Placing a warehouse in the entrance area that separates the business part of the
homeowner from the private part. - Separating the privacy of the spaces with the
courtyard by diversifying the materials and creating pre-spaces - Maintaining the
privacy of the public and private sections and separating them from the courtyard

e Using more diverse materials and decorations for the Shahneshin that reduces
attention to other parts of the building.

Conclusion

Location, introversion, and hierarchy are the main tools for creating visual and auditory
privacy in the body of traditional houses. Although these elements have their roots in pre-
Islamic climate and architecture, they were reinforced by religious beliefs during the Islamic
era. In the Qajar houses of the lower neighborhood of Mashhad Street, privacy is clearly
visible; spatial hierarchy is defined in different stages, and entrances are designed to be
hidden from view from the outside and the inner courtyard remains hidden. High walls, the
absence of windows overlooking the street, and soundproof walls provide visual and auditory
privacy. The interior design is such that the residents are protected from the view of strangers
and only the spaces related to the guests are visible. This configuration beautifully introduces
spatial concealment and separation into the body of the houses and plays an effective role in
organizing the spaces. The surrounding walls block the view of the courtyard and the first
floor of the neighboring houses, and the intermediate spaces help to create identity. The
hierarchy defines boundaries and separates the guest's place from the interior spaces. The
entry into the spaces is gradual, and the entrance doors, the windows of the courtyard
overlooking the Shahneshin, and the smaller windows for the surrounding rooms indicate the
use of the veranda and smaller rooms; all of which indicate visual and auditory privacy in
these houses.
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