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Article type: The vast land of Iran throughout its ancient history has witnessed
Research Article extensive population movements. Among these, the forced migration
. . . of ethnic groups and human communities is a phenomenon that,
Article History: . . . . . ; ..
Received across different historical periods—especially in antiquity—was
December 18, 2023 utilized by governments for political, military, economic, and even
Accepted social reasons. Unlike voluntary migrations, which occur by the free
Avril 23, 2024 will of peoples often driven by natural or economic factors, forced
S migrations were primarily imposed by ruling powers aiming to
achieve goals such as internal cohesion, suppression of rebellions,
Citation: strengthening parts of the empire, transferring labor forces, or

Malekzadeh, M., &

Hossein Talaee, P.,

(2024). “A Look at

the Policy of Forced

Migration of Ethnic

Groups during the
Achaemenid

Period”, Zagros
Archaeological

Research, 1(1): 223-

244, doi:

promoting cultural-economic development. One of the eras during
which this policy was pursued in a systematic and purposeful manner
was the Achaemenid period. The Achaemenids, as one of the greatest
empires in history, used forced migration as an effective tool to
consolidate their authority, organize populations across various parts
of the empire, and expand cultural and economic influence. This
policy was not only instrumental in reinforcing central power but also
played a significant role in shaping the administrative and social
structures of the Achaemenid era. This study, employing a
descriptive-analytical method based on library research, aims to
examine various dimensions of the forced migration policy of ethnic
groups in the Achaemenid period. The objectives, methods, and
consequences of this policy—especially in key regions of the
empire—along with the role of the relocated groups in the social,
economic, and military structures of Achaemenid society, constitute
the main focuses of this research. The study attempts to clarify the
place of this policy within the Achaemenid governance system
through a comprehensive perspective.
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Introduction

Iran has historically been exposed to numerous population movements. The relocation and
displacement of various ethnic and human groups throughout history often occurred to fulfill
political-military objectives. Situated as a bridge connecting the eastern and western parts of
Asia, Iran’s geographic position held great significance (Khoddadian, 2004). The migration of
Aryans, as scholars indicate, began gradually at least 2,500 years ago and significantly
influenced political, social, and historical developments (Naziri, 2014). Aside from voluntary
migrations prompted by environmental changes or other factors, certain governments pursued
policies forcing ethnic or religious groups to leave their homelands and resettle them
elsewhere (Mahmoudabadi et al., 2011). This forced displacement is often referred to as
diaspora—the involuntary migration and settlement of populations in foreign lands (Dianat,
2018). The term generally denotes groups expelled from their historical lands or migrating
involuntarily across the world (Rois & Adive, 2010). Forced dispersal is usually a form of
punishment or a deliberate attempt to destroy a particular culture, religion, or political belief
(Klein & Takash, 2018). The Achaemenids were among the governments who employed exile
and forced migration as state policy (Tobeynby, 2000; Norman Sharp, 2009). Prior to them,
the Assyrians also practiced such displacement, relocating groups such as the Jews
(Mashkoor, 1984; Manuel Cook, 2008) and even some scattered tribes of Medes and Persians
to other lands (Farehveshi, 2003). Therefore, considering these issues, this research intends to
investigate the policy of forced migration during the Achaemenid period and the underlying
objectives of these displacements.

Discussion

This study is descriptive-analytical, relying on library research and written historical sources.
By examining historical texts, inscriptions, archaeological reports, and analyzing works of
ancient and contemporary scholars, the research seeks to provide an accurate depiction of the
forced migration policy of ethnic groups during the Achaemenid era. one of the important
policies of the Achaemenids for controlling and suppressing rebellious groups was forced
migration. This action usually took place after quelling uprisings to both punish the rebels and
prevent their regrouping and resurgence in their homelands. Sometimes, these forced
relocations were also used to exploit the economic or skilled labor potential of the exiled
people. At the beginning of Darius the Great’s reign, Media was one of the most rebellious
regions. The revolt of Fravartish lasted more than seven months. After suppressing it, Darius
forcibly relocated a large part of the Median population to southern Iran, including the islands
of the Persian Gulf. This forced migration weakened the prominent status of the Medes as a
tribe equal to the Persians and had widespread political consequences. Following the lonian
revolt, Darius relocated many inhabitants of cities such as Miletus, Priene, and Eretria to
Susa, Khuzestan, and other internal regions of Iran. This move aimed both to prevent repeated
uprisings and to utilize the skills of these people, especially in crafts and architecture.
Cambyses, after conquering Egypt, brought six thousand Egyptian artisans to Iran. Artaxerxes
111, following Egyptian uprisings, exiled groups of Egyptians and Sidonians to Susa and
Babylon. These exiles served both as punishment and as a workforce for the royal
construction projects. The Achaemenids employed exiled peoples in border regions such as
Sistan and Makran to protect the empire’s frontiers. Ethnic groups like the Paeonians,
Carians, and Ionians played not only a security role but also contributed to weaving
industries, construction, and other economic activities. This policy, while consolidating
imperial control, also promoted cultural diversity and economic growth across various regions
of Iran.
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Conclusion

Wars, conquests, and rebellions were among the greatest challenges faced by ancient states,
including the Achaemenid Empire. In response, the Achaemenids adopted policies to
consolidate their power in conquered lands, among which forced migration was one of the
most important. This policy was not merely repressive but a multifaceted tool to contain
threats, strengthen defense structures, and harness economic benefits. One main goal of forced
migration was to prevent the re-emergence of rebellious centers in subdued territories. By
dispersing discontented groups and separating them from their native lands, the chances of
alliance, revolt, and resistance diminished.

Additionally, settling relocated peoples in the empire’s borderlands had a military and
security dimension. These groups sometimes acted as a human shield or frontier guards,
thereby strengthening the empire’s borders. Another key aspect of this policy was the
strategic use of the conquered peoples’ skills and expertise. By transferring artisans,
engineers, farmers, and artists to central or needy areas, the Achaemenids significantly
promoted the economic and cultural development of their empire. Evidence from inscriptions
and historical sources confirms the existence of this deliberate policy.

Although it cannot be stated with certainty that all individuals participated involuntarily, it is
clear that forced migration in the Achaemenid period was not solely a tool of repression but
part of a broader strategy of population, security, and economic management. This measure
left long-lasting impacts on the social and economic structure of the empire and was one of
the key factors in its success in managing ethnic and geographic diversity.
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