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these lands in return for loyalty to him. However, during the
Achaemenid period, some nations sometimes rebelled and were faced
with repression by the central government. This research seeks to
answer the question of how and under what conditions the Pax
Persica was violated? The present article collects data through library
studies and presents the results through historical descriptive analysis.
The result indicates that the rebellion of the vassal lands meant
disrupting the divine order, and in these cases the Achaemenid kings
were forced to violate the Pax Persica. The laws were quite clear and
the Achaemenid kings clearly stated their position on this matter in
royal inscriptions. So, as long as that land did not commit any act
contrary to peace and loyalty to the King, it would coexist peacefully
with the center of the empire and benefit from all laws of tolerance in
various administrative, cultural, religious, etc. fields, and could even
maintain its independence and internal autonomy. But if he acted
contrary to maintaining peace and loyalty to the king, then he would
be faced with the other side of the coin of tolerance, that is,
punishment.
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Introduction

The Achaemenids (330-550 BC), who ruled for more than two hundred years, controlled a
vast area that stretched from India in the east, to the Persian Gulf in the south, to Egypt in the
west, and to the Black Sea in the north. The most striking issue in this vast area is the
presence of diverse cultural groups, which leads to the question of how the Persians managed
to remain dominant over a set of culturally diverse and dispersed lands and societies for more
than two hundred years. With the beginning of the Achaemenid Empire, special political
connections were established between the peoples of the conquered lands and the Persians.
By adopting a policy of tolerance, they brought all their dependent lands together into a single
territory, and they actually based their policy of legitimizing their government on tolerance
and peaceful coexistence. The Persians were able to govern their land by setting aside ethnic
and religious prejudices and respecting the beliefs, ideas, culture, and identity of other
nations. It is important to note that the establishment of this idea during the Achaemenid
period did not mean that there was no conflict or rebellion throughout the empire. Some tribes
rebelled repeatedly during the two hundred years of the empire, and their rebellions were
suppressed. The necessity of conducting this research is that the violent suppression of
internal rebellions of subordinate nations during this period is often considered a sign of
contradiction with tolerance, or the Persian peace. However, it should be kept in mind that
this violation was carried out under the conditions that will be discussed in this article.

Discussion

Pax Persica or Pax Achaemenica are common terms used to explain the Achaemenid peace
idea and mean Persian Peace or Achaemenid Peace. The Achaemenid kings, from the time of
Cyrus, used an ideology based on tolerance to govern their culturally diverse territory, which
emphasized the inclusion of the people of the subordinate nations in the imperial organization
as part of a whole in support of the king and in return for this support, the Shah guaranteed
stability and peace for these people. Their chosen strategy to achieve this was to respect the
culture, religion, and language of the subordinate nations. This idea was a mutually beneficial
deal; the local elites agreed to accept and support the Achaemenid kings as their kings, but to
serve them according to their own traditions and values; in return, the Great Shah pledged to
recognize the privileges of the local elites and not to interfere with the traditions of their
countries. The guarantee of the implementation of this idea in the subordinate nations was
conditional on their loyalty and support for the Persian king, and if they violated it, they
would face a sometimes-military reaction from the court. However, the components of the
Persian peace were such that the identity of the tribes was primarily preserved, and since the
Persians did not seek to impose their culture, language, and religion on the subordinate
nations, they had established a kind of respectful relationship, and as a result, they did not rise
up against the Persians to restore their dignity. The Pax Persica was a double-edged sword,
meaning that the Persian kings treated their subjects and neighbors with a policy of
punishment and encouragement, or punishment and reward. They applied a simple and
straightforward standard to their subjects: the loyal were rewarded, those who were not loyal
were severely punished.

Conclusion

The foundation of the entire idea that is called the Persian Peace is found in this sentence from
the Bisotun inscription of Darius, which says, "I acted in accordance with truth and justice,
neither harming the weak nor the powerful. I treated well those who accompanied the royal
family, and severely punished those who caused harm." This sentence and similar sentences
in various inscriptions emphasize the duality of Persian peace thinking; that is, those who
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were loyal were rewarded, and those who were not loyal were severely punished. The idea of
peace was valid as long as they were loyal to the king and his orders, in which case everything
would go well and peacefully. Otherwise, if they did not accept the king's demands or
accepted them late, military confrontations would replace political negotiations. Depending
on the extent of the rebellion, the Persian kings dealt with the citizens in different ways when
they saw them violating the rules of loyalty to the king. For the first time, they only engaged
in repression and after it was suppressed, they adopted the same peaceful behavior, but the
rebellion continued or occurred repeatedly, which could have led to the Shah violating the
components of the Persian peace. In these explanations, one can see the boundary between the
Persian peace and its violation. The laws were quite clear and the Achaemenid kings clearly
stated their position on this matter in their royal inscriptions. So, as long as that land did not
commit any act contrary to peace and loyalty to the king, it lived in peaceful coexistence with
the center of the empire and benefited from all the laws of tolerance in various administrative,
cultural, religious, etc. fields, and could even maintain its internal independence and
autonomy. However, if it committed any act contrary to maintaining peace and loyalty to the
king, then it would face the other side of the coin of tolerance, that is, punishment. According
to the belief in divine order or Ashe, disobeying royal orders meant moving away from the
truth, which disrupted the cosmic order. Therefore, those who moved away from Ashe and
approached falsehood deserved to be suppressed, and the suppression of rebellions was
carried out due to disloyalty and moving away from the truth.
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Root, M.C., 1990.Circles of artistic programming: Strategies for studying creative process at

Persepolis in: Gunter, A., (ed), Investigating Artistic Environments in the Ancient Near East,

Washington D.C., 115-139.
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