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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Article type: Although commercial architecture is considered a relatively new term
Research Article in the field of architecture, its origins can be traced back to ancient
Article History: times and historical structures due to the importance of trade in the
Received economies of various historical periods. The Ilkhanate period, marked
January 27, 2024 by the decline of agricultural economy and the simultaneous
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studying commercial architecture. The main question of this research
is to what extent commercial objectives and goals were considered by
the patrons, commissioners, and builders in the design and spatial
organization of the Shanb Ghazan and Soltanieh complexes, and how
the concept of commercial architecture can be applied to them. This
research is qualitative in nature and adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach. Data were collected through library research and field
visits, and archaeological evidence and historical sources were
compared in the analysis. The findings indicate that the Soltanieh and
Shanb Ghazan complexes are the best examples for examining the
presence of economic paradigms in the commercial architecture of the
Ilkhanate period. In Shanb Ghazan, the presence of multiple gates,
markets, roads, and international traders, and in the Soltanieh Dome,
the construction of highways, industrial centers, factories, schools,
and the central tomb of the Sultan, highlight the significant
importance of commercial activities in the life of the Ilkhanid state.
By constructing these two complexes, the Ilkhanid rulers sought to
display their power and legitimacy among other Islamic civilizations
and European states through the creation of monumental architectural
complexes and commercial architecture.
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Introduction
Our knowledge about the economy of cities and life within them during the 7th and 8th
centuries AH (13th and 14th centuries CE) is very limited and ambiguous, often influenced by
preconceptions shaped by the Mongols' actions during their invasions. It is likely that the
Mongols' aversion to centralization, the recommendations of the Yasa (Chinggis law), and
their emphasis on avoiding sedentarism, which in turn highlighted the importance of trade,
stemmed from their steppe geography. During the Ilkhanate period, due to reasons such as the
destruction of agricultural infrastructure, droughts, and the decline of villages, the revenues
from the agricultural economy were significantly lower compared to the commercial
economy. Instead, the commercial economy reached its peak of prosperity, and, as will be
discussed, international trade emerged for the first time during this period and thereafter. Until
now, the architectural complexes of the Ilkhanid era have been examined from various
perspectives, but no research has specifically addressed the commercial significance of these
complexes. Existing studies have been limited to general observations and brief mentions in
various articles. Among the most important of these structures are the Shanb Ghazan complex
in Tabriz and the Soltaniech Dome complex. The main question of this research is to what
extent commercial objectives and goals were considered by the patrons, commissioners, and
builders in the design and spatial organization of the Shanb Ghazan and Soltanieh complexes,
and how significantly the concepts of commercial economy influenced these structures. The
authors hypothesize that commercial considerations played a crucial role in the construction
of Ilkhanid architectural complexes, and that the Mongol rulers and their advisors deliberately
and with premeditated planning created conditions to promote commercial prosperity within
these complexes, the nearby cities, and the trade routes connected to them. The aim of this
research is to study the manifestations of the commercial economy in the two architectural
complexes of Shanb Ghazan and Soltanieh, relying on archaeological and historical data, in
order to gain a better understanding of the concept of commercial architecture during the
Ilkhanate period. This research is qualitative in nature and adopts a descriptive-analytical
approach. Data were collected through library research and field visits, and in the analysis,
archaeological evidence and historical sources were cross-referenced.

Discussion

During Ghazan Khan's era, the concept of Abwab al-Birr emerged, inspired by religious
shrines in Iran, especially in Tabriz. Ghazan Khan began building the grand dome of Sham in
1296 CE, which became larger than the old city of Tabriz. The town featured symbolic
elements such as a congregational mosque, schools, and the Sultan's tomb at the center,
merging political power and religion. Merchants from Byzantium and Europe were required
to trade in Shanb Ghazan's markets. The ARDABIL-RAY ROAD influenced the city's internal
roads and contributed to market expansion. Ghazaniyeh played a significant role in
international trade, exchanging cultures, techniques, and artistic methods along trade routes.
Khwaja Rashid al-Din conceptualized Shanb Ghazan to exemplify the fusion of politics and
religion. During the reigns of Ghazan Khan and Oljeitu, political, religious, and economic
powers were integrated into the Soltanieh Citadel and Shanb Ghazan, reflecting the entirety of
the power structure. Soltanieh encompassed all symbolic elements of governance. Schools
promoting Shia Islam and the presence of Allamah al-Hilli legitimized the rulers' authority.
Oljeitu’s alteration of trade routes concentrated the main pillars of governance in his new city,
significantly impacting Tabriz’s status and facilitating the transportation of goods.

Conclusion
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Among the most important cities, towns, and complexes established during the Ilkhanate
period were Soltanieh and the Shanb Ghazan complex during the Muslim era of the Ilkhans.
Although political, religious, and climatic factors played a role in the construction of both, as
mentioned earlier, the political and religious reasons for establishing these cities and
complexes were ultimately tied to economic considerations. It is also important to note that
during the discussed centuries, separating political and economic affairs was not a
straightforward task. During their Muslim era, the Ilkhans enjoyed political and religious
legitimacy in Iran, and their primary goals were to reform and revitalize the economy while
showcasing their power and legitimacy on both regional and international levels. The
complexes of Soltanieh and Shanb Ghazan are the best examples for examining the presence
of economic paradigms in Ilkhanid architecture. In Shanb Ghazan, the presence of multiple
gates, markets, roads, and international merchants who were required to unload their goods
there first highlights the city's commercial significance. It is likely that along the trade routes
from Ghazaniyeh to the west, various cultures, techniques, and artistic methods were also
exchanged. By constructing major trade highways, commercial and industrial centers,
religious schools, factories, densely populated neighborhoods, and his own mausoleum in
Soltanieh, Oljeitu concentrated all the elements and manifestations of the main pillars of
governance—political, religious, and economic power—in one place, significantly impacting
the status of Tabriz. It can be said that the Soltanieh complex had multiple functions, the most
important of which was the political institution's exploitation to display power and legitimacy
among other Muslim nations and European states through the construction of monumental
architectural complexes and the assertion of commercial economic power in the strategically
significant city of Soltanieh.
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Figure 1: Tomb of Sultan Ghazan in the miniature of Jami' al-Tawarikh (Moradi et al., 2015: 38)
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Figure 2: Representation of the Shanb Ghazan plan based on Jami' al-Tawarikh by Rashid al-Din
Fazlollah (Source: Authors)
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Figure 3: Roads of the Shanb Ghazan township in alignment with interurban routes (Askouyi et al.,
2012: 10).
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Figure 4: The Soltaniyeh region during the time of Arghun Khan and Oljeitu (1. Tomb of Oljeitu, 2.
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Figure 6: Miniature of Soltanieh’s citadel by Matraqchi, Safavid period; parts: 1: Dome of Soltanieh,
2: Shrine of Chelebi Oghlu, 3: Grand Mosque, 4: Markets? 5: Citadel (left side) (Source: Topkapi
Palace Museum in [stanbul, emphasized parts by the authors).

Figure 7: Roads leading to the center of Soltanieh from various parts of the empire (right side)
(Mehriyar et al., 1985: 26)
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architecture (Source: Authors)

"’"933‘3)] Sts“’lﬂ""‘;’)"‘s .&MS’“:‘“
. [—> . <+ ) .
astale solaxidl alile

!

Sl ol g lexe




—
\[65]\ asilbu Sl g l3L8 il Ao goma : Sl 899 33 (5, (5 lene

=~

el K08 o ) JLSas 5 65,5l oSl n) 00 5 g Sl wagels 4 (Voke Bl g Aty
[y ewgmrme Sl L8 (loo g0 4y Comnd (55,5LiS oladl Wlse 5 0l &jlow 4y UL slasdl Sl ¢ (3,
Glisee Gla iy 5o 00 5uS slrosl> g ol Wlasl 5 &g, el «o)lw 5l Sl uiles coles cibls
055 43 Lyt i b o 31 g B LT 55 (sla e 3 i L 5 iy i 3 5 s o
Slp HleSl cal o0gs Al o 0y90 T B b Job jo atwgals § @lbls )l s Jolas 51 pom (ol caolin i
soebis slaacgaze g (5 loxe BT wilisee slaol, Slusl pogdle &)l it 4z ja SBeSS 5 ol sl
5 50ls e S e Sl 3l ot sl |y LIS (6,026 (sloel, s LBlS 5 25,5 Bhasl lagy] LS o o
30 Ol il acgemme g asllale 0l 0l Slasl Skl oy90 j0 a5 sledacgesme g LS ol oyl (o edeo
S lea Ll oo L0 50 po Slaal 10 o8 (onlil 5 (cmde (oulbiw Pl Sl 05y (UBLT (Slokus e
oo | alice ol el 03 solaiBl Jlace 5,5 45 lodcgaze 5 Lo g Slas] e 5 low (slacide il 45
U] ¢ glokue sge )5 Zuned slosls SIS (golaiBl | (wlow jgal (oo Com 3 )90 (19,3 )0 cebls [l jo il
Oialed g golaBl joal 55, 5 2Olol L] Ban (s et 5 Wiog 50,55 5 il 3 (53 5 (sl Sy pte |
Golae (p i ohle it g asllble sladcgorme Zul 039y (Mol g sladhaie gl ;o Cuegpin 5 &)ad
sle sloojly s d92s (hle il jo aiee S ojss (g ilere jo solall Glambll jpa ow)
e o Ceratl ) L in,S o anli Ll o | 555 (gla b aul & Wl o g ool da il
odbon o5 5 Alide sy Slahyy 9 05 9 LSie b o 4 e )l e ;0 ez )l
5 Cannazy Slma 5 il S o adie w e «ginio 5 625 35T pe syl (glool L sl b stylds) e
|y oladl 5 amie o olons 5,08 5l pel CansS Lol ) Grolas 5 yolic cola ctllals 5 395 olSel]
3,55 aslbly acgazs S Glgiies S I 3l Cos 1) 5y b olKlr 5 08 S iete @b LS
o los o y> Syt 5 0508 Gialed jlateds (ol s )0 p0se O 2 e 45wl SlalBair
Wl s Jloel 5 pebie Glaly asgomme Slaxl 3,k 5l agllale cioadllBom 23 )0 2bo)l glocdss 5 Globus

o] 0092 ‘_g)l?u slazdl g_))..\B

OB w8 Lo w0

G T sy ALl )3 (5975 4 o o 45 03g (i lRLS 5 e oy ol allie ol
SIS Slallas yal 45 T 51 o 5 00l Ceddy 3l Bimss bansgs allie (] Sligo slools iy izl
alanlo 1) ias o don g bllinwgi

&l pyls5

D)l 052y @Blie (B,la5 WsS s Loy (nl yo i BB Cole) o

&lw



V¥ lono 9 5y 99 0ylod cJol Jlw (o 15 (licdiylinwls (sla firg 3y {V\’J\

Ol 385 0l8 sl 2l 6,261 demmo anz 5 o Jgio 1 ¥AP) (gl ¢S5 5]

S Ll oyl as epgs Sl (Jgre gu,b (Y YAR) JLBI ulee  Slosl

S, Sllllas 5 Sl sl olimgy el y48 wdlos )b o ((VWAY) damallise o ]

dleeis o gl o o doz 3 (Jodll paise )6 (OTF) (g0l o @ dllel vgrysm e s e Ol
oMbl ezl o)y o ook,

Sim ol Ll oes ¢ ] demallise dam 3 o laldl aysis ((VFFR) ladlsy

Sl 095 dlolsl ola s slad lesle COYAN) S15LS o dedame 5 50,8 wpardline wlyjT o g5l
BV =Y V) ) ol o lors anlilad g

i s ele Ll 15 VY Oly (olid] e sgems dex 5 Kl pl 0 Jore go B> (VYY) Wgs o gl

S oole SLLaLl e o Slog, 9lh ez e (1T 1)) (9l

Olrl S8 by (5 ol Pl oo sz gie dez 3 by G VTFA) (s dosme ol Ll

5 Sl psle GlrBoyes )3 2y el LSl pllss (S USE 2 Waoly 36 (o e OVAM S (ol (DL
B lTD Lao YA oyleds oy oKy slozx]

oo Gl8 e Ol Ll 5o GBI CaagSa g (Ygae (ATAY) 0l Sl

S olfzils wlylaasl 55 e w0 ¥ Cla ( S5l sule deste dez 5 (D508 (g3lwgg i (A\TA) gro plon

Pl 5usliS w25 dex i Jore e Olnl )0 (o)l Slaslie 5 65)5laS ATBY) migsloly Ll Swidg lay
I8 Sl ol pg

0yl ol oy il (S )b BT (cuy p (O YPR) Siiign o o

il ollasl s (sl ole e ol)35 58 asillale a8 (5 lene (N YA+) Sidign o 5o

Wor 8 Ol agio Bl B pbl (n Smad 5l obg)) Glabew s 51 Olal OTYA) G ((s0l52

O ¥ =) 2y Sl he Slaglae plotal 4 LaS gl &)U VYY) Shellae (palldle (g
st ) &l Ll

ke BT ezl g5 el LW 5 plazal 4y o loidl asle 33 (Y0 +) gyl Lidl>

Lo 0l casillabo 0S50 600,15 slo o «(VYAY) pzrsie o5l 050

X Ol o Bl e dazme 5155 5 55 medl o g, OYEY) o il plad iy p Il ¢ ol
el B9 polS ljlasiloles F 5 Y g

Sl ¥ g etin ol (B zee dex S (oo sl @)L OTAY) el oleed],
Sy sale ol Lz

KO 0,90 ( P b sl jimgh LU pac axal> g olaidl jo L L ol» (VYAA) Jadllel sw (550,
£5— 0V as ) o,led



y -

\[1 87J\-~- asilbu Sl g l3L8 il Ao goma : Sl 899 33 (5, (5 lene

7

o aslhle el S USE (ool - oladdl Jle (VYR Ld (el (Gl )k b 0L (Slonkes
FAUYY ao oY ojleds ) Jlo ool 5 sl 50 st o gl dlikad ooyl i 4 g,

S el DLl )8 g0 Ol ol demme dez 5 ()Ll 5 ael o (VTYD) Gl (o Lo

(3999,8 (38 el ez 3 ansdls ol ol pl Slool Fo )b (Y YO0) dllnd das

Shlasl s g ol 6 b Gle yo GB>Me) Glpl jo oulow atnil &6 (1VA0) ol ( SLLLL
S Gy

0l piie 1 Ko 8 Sl e losbe el oy (515 OV TAY) Jadllsl o Jle

SLLesl Gld ¥ =V @ pess Slr (om S ot G09S @ lell mela (OYPY) aalland;  Slaes bl Jad
Jual

Cuegpive S, (pline buly; g AiSee > (VFe0) 0 oolj o toam olnd (g5laed 0l 8 (oA
Al 51w ) asbige b € lisailis gl Syg, 151 L Skl clodSas (g pay yolie ,o i
NFe =0 s ¥ ojles Y L

Olyz il ole dunsgo o305 (iS85 (o lase aez i oliall LS g OLILETOYER) LS5 ¢ 938

Sip b g cale SLLED] 05 ¥ g et Cyepe plazal 4 csnldgl 2 ) (O YA qusldllssl ¢ SLELS

P30 0ol Sgemme e pual oS 5 Ol Gless ((VYAY) Sgase (g 208

S8 g ole Dlilasl gl s e ) Sgran doz 5 el i ((VYFF) 50 M

S 3 e ol 5L (ol Gl (OYYE) Cigy domms ¢SS

o Oyl il a3 (o0 3lg0 Gla (oDl 0,98 y0 il (g lese i 2o B d(VWAQ) Cawgy doows ¢ LS

S )l5g 25108 sl Sl olnl 0 il st 9 (Getined & Jlexl 651 (N TFD) hngriese (LS
RS IS

0I5 P90 Dl w598 Jadllpl dew dex 5 K Glpl il QUL e Ll s GlpP LOVRY) 252 o
S el o Lzl

8 g dezr 5 oy (Gl (e Al dez i alibule Gl asniie b sl e (VY01 gloysS e

2l el i lons o8 (culitiil (VYAF) Glios Soe 5 Tl Srege s Se ol w0l
= FF Y Gl Gl alre Gl 55lo s Y5 Wiy, 5o ol G g alile gl Olal degecns
Yy

wgi g el b G la st (b s xed anwgs Wy oy n «COTAY) UL g haz cdee o050
NV oA ao P ojled oF 090 (lnl (3le e 5 ilone S 640

(Sl 105 ) g Bl s Seme (2855 4 eoolillan s (YY) S0 (o (n Al (g8 (Ssis

(88 Sl plojle agllale domes asoz Jl Jad a2l (5155 <V TAA) Lo e ol 12 lee

w8 ed Sl )k 5 mr i Sleate 695K 5 eon OTFF) ooy B g (6T Sox wozme il e
YEE V-0 Ll sl s agllals



o
V¥ Glono) 9 5ml g9 o5loud o Jgl Jlw (o 515 (owlidoylinwly (s gy &MJ\
==

Aol ()5 Sltol (gageteme ploial 4y o paxdlblog & b (VYYA) dilose o dbl a8 o paxdlblog
ey e allS g Loy
(S8 g
Hatef Naiemi, A. (2022). The Ilkhanid City of Sultaniyya: Some Remarks on the Citadel and
the Outer City. Iran, 60(1), 91-120.



