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archaeological site excavations of Siahbid, Chogha Maran and
Chogha Gavaneh as an Early Chalcolithic period pottery laying
between Late Neolithic of Sarab and early Siahbid Black on Buff
ware. Due to the political issues during the Mahidasht survey project
in Iran, the Islamic revolution, the team could not complete their
studies and such a project left unfinished. But after some 50 years
later, it became possible to work on the Mahidasht project data again
and such studies have been resumed. The main part of this resumed
project is devoted to the studies of J ware. As a result of such studies
many aspects of J ware have been investigate before. So, this paper is
devoted to the topic of chronology of J ware. Detaille studies on the
chronological characterizes of J ware and comparison studies of J
ware with Halaf-Ubaid transitional period ceramics in northern
Mesopotamia demonstrated that J ware dating back to the late 6™
millennium B.C. this relative chronological suggestion overlapping
with C14 dating (5216-4994B.C) of recently excavated site located in
east of central Zagros named Tapeh Posht-e Froudgah. There is close
relationship between some of the painted ceramics of Posht-e
Forudgah and J ware. In conclusion, the J ware period in west of
central Zagros in west of Iran contrary to the previous studies
considered it as an early chalcolithic period, is a short transitional
phase between late Neolithic and early chalcolithic period at the
second half of 6 millennium B.C. equivalent to the Halaf-Ubaid
transitional period in northern Mesopotamia.
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Introduction

From1975-78 a team from the Royal Ontario Museum directed by L. Levine with the
assistance of the Iranian Centre for Archaeological Research, conducted an initial season of
archaeological research in the Mahidasht region, Western Iran. The area included in the
survey plan consists of approximately 4,000 square kilometers of mountain, slope and upland
valley in the vicinity of the modern city of Kermanshah. More precisely, it includes the
watersheds of the Ab-i Marik (the Mahidasht proper), the Qara Su and its tributaries, the
lower reaches of the Ab-i Razavar and the lower reaches of the Gamas Ab (Levine, 1974)
(Fig.1). The Mahidasht survey project documenting 944 archaeological sites in ca. 40% of the
region, spanning the complete history of human occupation from the late Paleolithic to recent
history (Renette ef al.2021: 43). Among identified prehistoric potteries, the team recognized
some late Halaf related elements named as J ware (Levine, 1974; Levine and McDonald,
1977). In addition to the surface survey, the J ware was reported in 2 excavated sites of
Siahbid and Chogha Maran. In Siahbid, J ware as Early Chalcolithic period ceramic is
stratified above Late Sarab phase levels and below the largely eroded Early Sihabid phase
level characterized by Black on Buff (BOB) and Dalma Impressed ware. At Choga Maran the
J ware appear in similar stratigraphic position, in the mound's lowest excavated levels, below
the Early Sihabid phase (Henrickson, 1985: 69). The present paper aiming to investigate the
relative and direct chronological evidences regarding the J ware. The result of our study in
this paper demonstrating that J ware tradition in west of Iran as a short transitional phase
between late Neolithic to Early chalcolithic at the end of 6™ millennium B.C is coinciding
with Halaf-Ubaid transition (HUT) of upper Mesopotamia. This proposed relative dating is
reinforced with C14 dating (5216-4994B.C) of recently excavated site named Tapeh Poshte-
Foroudgah. Some of Poshte- Foroudgah ceramics has dark slip and decoration characterizes
with single or sometimes a few thin, horizontal lines. It should be noted that suck kind of
applied dark slip and decorations of Tapeh Posht-e Foroudgah ceramics are seen exactly
among J ware of Mahidasht and particularly Siahbid painted/ slipped j ware. All mentioned
chronological evidences (relative and absolute) demonstrated the J ware of Mahidasht region
in west of central Zagros highlands in western Iran is a short transitional phase between late
Neolithic to Early Chalcolithic at the end of 6™ millennium b.c corresponding with Halaf-
Ubaid transition (HUT) of northern Mesopotamia.
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Figurel. dlstrlbutlon of the Halaf and Halaf related (J ware) sites with the boundaries of Mahidasht
project 1975-78(plain map from Steve Renette, 2021).
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Tablel: chronological table of prehistory of western Iran and neighboring areas (Author, 2024)

Upper NW Iran West Central Date
Mesopotamia North of South of Mahdidasht North-East Kangavar Plateau
Urmia Lake Urmia Lake of Mahidasht of Iran
LC5 ETCl1 Godin VI1 Godin Godin VI1 Godin VI1 Sialk IV Late
VII(LC5) Chalcolithic5(3400-
3100BC)
LC3-4 CF horizon ¢ GodinVI2(LC3- GodinVI2 GodinVI2 Sialk Late Chalcolithi3-
4) 1116-7 4(3800-3400BC)
LC2 CF/CFW Godin VI Maran phase GodinVII/VI3 | GodinVII/VI3 Sialk Late Chalcolithic
horizon (RWB/BOR) 111-3 2(4200-3800/BC)
Sialk
1114-5
Post Pisdeli Pisdeli Late Seh Gabi Seh Gabi SialkIl Middle Chalcolithic
Ubaid/LC1 (HasanluVIII) | (HasanluVIII) Siahbid(BOB) (BOB) 4600-4200BC
Northern Dalma Dalma Early Sihabid Dalma Dalma Sialk II Early Chalcolithic
Ubaid (HasanlulX) (HasanlulX) (BOB and (5000-4600BC)
(Ubaid3-4) ROB)
Halaf/Ubaid Late Neolithic ¢ J ware ? Posht-e Sialk I4- Late Neolithic
Transitional /Transitional Forodgah(c) 5 /Transitional
chalcolithic chalcolithic (5400-
(Dava Goz 1) 5000 BC)
Halaf I-II Haji Firouz Haji Firouz Late Sarab ? Shahn Abad ? Late
Neolithic(6000-
5400BC)
Discussion

As mentioned above the topic of this paper is related to the J ware. The J ware tradition
defined in the Mahidasht survey project 1975-78 is best known for very thin, polychrome
painted sherds that show close similarities to late Halaf motifs, albeit much simpler. These
sherds are painted with combinations of geometric motifs formed by red, black, and white
painted lines. Typical for this tradition is the contrast between the exterior and interior that are
often painted in completely different patterns. In addition to these elaborately decorated
vessels, more commonly bowls are covered with a dark slip often with a single or sometimes
a few thin, horizontal lines in red, white or black paint (Henrickson, 1985:69; Renette et
al.2021:91). These bowls have red-brown and brownish black slips on fine fabrics with a
straw tempered, oxidized core. In addition, fine pottery without treatment or plain slipped (red
or black) and burnished is more common, especially in survey collections. As noted above,
there is close relationship between some of the painted ceramics of Tapeh Posht-e Foroudgah
and J ware of Mahidasht. Tape Posht-e Foroudgah is located some 20 km east of Malayer city
in Hamedan province, east of Central Zagros highlands (Beik Mohammadi efal.2018: 71,
Biek Mohammadi and Javanmardzadeh, 2020). Archaeological excavation at this site
showing that Tapeh Posht-e Foroudgah is remains of nomad society dating back to the late
Neolithic period. Fortunately, there is one C14 dating sample of layer ¢ of Tapeh Posht-e
Foroudgah (5216-4994B.C) (Beik Mohammadi,2024:82) that has direct relation with topic of
this paper discussing the chronology of J ware. Among identified ceramic identified from
Tapeh Posht-e Foroudgah excavation, there are a few painted ceramics that has close
relationship with J ware of Mahidasht region. One of this ceramic has thick dark slip
decorated with horizontal lines (fig2). Such kind of dark slip and decoration (single or
sometimes a few thin, horizontal lines, hatches) is exactly seen among J ware of Mahidasht
1975-78 project and particularly those from Siahbid excavation(fig3-4). Such close
relationship between J ware of Mahidasht and some painted ceramics of Tapeh Posht-e
Foroudgah with C14 dating of 5216-4994B.C, showing that J ware of Mahidaht region has the
same dating and goes back to late 6" millennium b.c.
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Figure2: Tape Posht-e Forodgah ceramics (J ware was marked in the picture) (photo from Kh, Beik
Mohammadi, 2022)
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Figure3: close relationship between J ware of Siahbid and Tape Posht-e Forodgah painted ceramics
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Figure4: slipped J ware of Mahidasht 1975-78 project (Author, 2020)

Conclusion

Nearly all archaeologists working at the west of Iran define the J ware as a local Iranian
variant of the Mesopotamian late Halaf pottery. Even archaeological survey and excavations
have been done on Halaf sites in Syria, Turkey and Iraq, those Halaf period sites in Iran is
ignored. Just we have some ambiguous information dating back to 50 years ago. But present
paper reveals more details of this Halafian influenced ceramic in west of Iran. In terms of
applied slips and painted designs, there is close relationship between Mahidasht J ware and
Halaf potteries in north of Mesopotamia. Generally, speaking this so-called J Ware tradition
in west of Iran is an eastern branch of Halaf global phenomena actually. The main question
regarding the J ware studies in west of Iran, is chronological discussion. Even the J ware
considered as an early chalcolithic pottery in prehistoric sequence of western Iran in the past,
but recent studies demonstrated that J ware is a short transitional phase between late Neolithic
to early chalcolithic period at the end of 6™ millennium b.c exactly. Such proposed time span
is equivalent with Halaf-Ubaid Transitional phase (HUT) of upper Mesopotamia. This
proposed relative chronological evidences are reinforced with direct dating of Tape Posht-e
Foroudgah recently excavated site in Hamedan region. Radio carbon sampling of this site
(phase c) showing that this site dating back to the 5216-4994B.C, the time that is
corresponding with proposed period for J ware in Mahidasht. Some of the painted ceramics of
Tapeh Posht-e Foroudgah in terms of applied dark slip and horizontal lines are exactly J ware.
It should be noted that Tape Posht-e Foroudgah is located in Malayer region in the east of
central Zagros highlands that is outside of J ware homeland (west of central Zagros). In other
words, we don’t belief that J ware tradition extended beyond its homeland in western valleys
of central Zagros highland and reach to Malayer valley at the east of central Zagros. Just we
mean that J ware tradition in west of central Zagros as a late Neolithic/Early chalcolithic
transitional phase is coinciding with Tape Posht-e Foroudgah(phase c) with cl14 dating of
5216-4994B.C located at the east of central Zagros.
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