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archaeological evidence to identify the most important communication
routes of this cultural field and its impact on political, economic, social and
cultural life. Therefore, the current research is one of the first efforts that,
with the aim of identifying the key roads of the region, has addressed the
effect of this important factor on the prosperity and prosperity of the
Hamedan Plain and its settlement centers. The research questions are: What
was the location of communication routes of Hamadan plain from the early
to middle Islamic centuries? And what is the role of communication routes
in the cultural life of the geography of Hamadan during the Seljuq and
Ilkhanid periods? This research is based on the method of historical and
descriptive research, and the required information has been collected in two
ways, documentary and field. The premise of the research indicates that the
most important communication route in the region, which played a vital role
in the economic, social and cultural structure of the region, was the Great
Khorasan Road. This route entered the region from the eastern borders of
the Hamedan plain near Bozanjerd village and connected to the western
centers of the Iranian plateau from Deh Bozan village in the western border
of Hamedan geography. This road is considered the most important
communication route between Rey, Holwan and Mesopotamia. During the
Islamic period, all exchanges from the city of Rey to the western regions of
the country, including the Hamedan plain, were carried out through this
route. This situation is also clearly seen in the field of conquests and
campaigns of the Mughal patriarchs in the region.

Keywords: Jebal state, Hamadan plain, Great Khorasan Road, Islamic
period, cultural interactions.
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Introduction

Hamedan plain has always been the place of connection between the east and west of Zagros,
and until today one of the main communication routes connecting the center of the Iranian
plateau with the Mesopotamia and present-day Iraq also passed through this area. For this
reason, it has always been of special importance as a commercial center. In terms of
geographical location, this cultural domain is located on the path of one of the main roads
from east to west. Hamedan's geographical and cultural area was on the way of transporting
goods through Tabriz to the regions of Asia Minor, the Black Sea and Trabzon, and on the
other hand, it was on the way to the western and southwestern regions of Iran. During the
Islamic era, the Hamedan plain was also considered a part of the state of Jebal and Iraq-Ajam,
which was located on the route of the Great Khorasan Road. In between, cities, villages,
residences, caravanserais remained along this route, the role and position of some of them can
be determined by examining historical, geographical texts and archaeological investigations.
There are two cities of Hamedan and Bahar on the mentioned road in Hamedan Plain, where
settlements and other buildings and historical monuments are located in the limits of these
two cities and on the route of the Great Khorasan highway.

The present article seeks to answer these questions: 1- What was the location of the most
important communication routes in the Hamedan plain from the first to the middle centuries
of the Islamic era? 2- What is the role of communication routes in the political developments
and cultural life of the geography of Hamadan during the Seljuq and Ilkhanid periods?

The forthcoming article is the result of library studies to recognize the historical geography of
the studied area, as well as field investigations by the authors to identify the sites and cultural
materials left behind, especially architectural evidence and pottery findings. In the process of
conducting this research, the "historical-descriptive-analytical" approach was used, which is
the result of studying and examining historical and archaeological sources and comparing and
evaluating the results of these two components.

Discussion

Hamadan-Bahar Plain, known as Simineh River Plain, is one of the alluvial and fertile plains,
and it is one of the elements of Hamadan's economic prosperity. One of the main
characteristics of Hamadan Plain is its vegetation, which is mainly formed in the form of
pastures, fields and gardens. This catchment area with an area of 2459 square kilometers is
located on the northern slope of Alvand highlands in a wide valley that is surrounded by high
mountains on both sides. The area of the plain is 880 square kilometers and the area of the
aquifer of the plain is 468 square kilometers, which is between 1700 and 1800 meters above
the surface of open water.

In the Islamic period, especially from the 3rd to the 8th century AH, historians and
geographers have made important references to the routes between Hamadan and the
neighboring regions, which can be known to some extent about the main and most important
roads of this region and the neighboring regions. These routes are: 1- Hamadan-Holwan route
(Istakhri, 1961: 163-162; Ibn Hoqal, 1987: 103-102; Ibn Khordadbeh, 1992: 24; Ibn Rusteh,
1892: 168-167; Maqdasi, 1982: 599-600; Mostofi Qazvini, 1957: 164) which passed through
the western regions of the country, including the cities of Asad-Abad, Kangavar, Bisotun. 2-
Hamedan-Qazvin route (Istakhri, 1961: 163), which passed through the cities of Razan and
Avaj. 3- The southern road of Hamedan (Demeh road, Raman/Jarfadqan/Isfahan/Khuzestan)
which was flowing from the cities of Jokar, Nahavand and Borujerd towards the southern and
central regions of the country (Istakhri, ibid: 163; Natanzi, 2004: 254). 4- The route from
Hamedan to Saveh and Rey (Ibn Khordadbeh, 1992: 25; Ibn Rusteh, 1892: 168-167; Hamawi
2001, Vol. 1: 651; Katebe Baghdadi, 1991: 38-37) which passed through the eastern parts of



{|75J ) KVY e X\ ubl..ﬁ)i Wl (il b

Hamedan, including the villages of Sorkh-Abad Gorgaz and Bozenjerd. 5- Hamadan-
Soltanich route (Mostofi Qazvini, 1957: 164; Hamedani, 2007: 126), the northern road that
passed through the cities of Kabudarahang and Shirinsu.

According to the historical and geographical descriptions, it can be seen that during the
Islamic era and before that, the Hamedan plain in the mountain region had a strategic position
(due to its location in the center of the Jebel region). The existence of significant roads at the
level of this geographical area is considered the most important factor in the life of Hamedan
Plain in different periods; Here, what is certain is that a major part of the economic and social
life of the west of the country and, accordingly, the Hamedan plain was formed under the
influence of this communication route. A large part of the trade of goods such as textiles,
pottery, metal works and decorations related to architecture from east to west of the Iranian
plateau and vice versa, as well as northwest to southwest, was carried out through these
important routes. Currently, the evidence of these routes has been left at the level of the
region or they have been mentioned in written sources. The presence of merchants from
different nationalities in the region is one of these cases, who were engaged in the trade of
various goods. As we can see, successive confrontations and conflicts between the Abbasid
caliphs and the Seljuk rulers have taken place in the most important routes of the region.
During the successive attacks of various ethnic groups on the geographical-cultural area of
Hamadan, we see the influence of the culture, religion and art of the invading and newly
emerging ethnic groups on this area. The typology and motifs of pottery left from this period
and the style of architecture and related decorations (tiling and plastering motifs) are the best
proof of this claim. According to the written sources, all kinds of agricultural products and
key manufacturing industries of other regions entered the Hamedan Plain through these
communication routes and were exported to other regions through the most important
communication routes of this region.

Conclusion

By examining the location of settlements in the Hamedan Plain from the first to the middle
Islamic centuries, it can be seen that the majority of the surveyed sites were formed near the
main roads. The most important communication route in the region, which played a vital role
in the economic, social and cultural structure of the region, was the Khorasan highway.
Throughout history, this road is considered the most important communication route between
Rey and Holwan. During the Islamic era, all trade exchanges from the most important city of
Jebal (Rey) to the western regions of the country, including the Hamedan plain, were carried
out through this route. This situation can also be seen in the field of Islamic era conquests and
campaigns in the region. Due to the special and strategic location of Hamedan in the center of
Jebal state, it has always been the arena of conflict and confrontation of different ethnic
groups such as the Oghuz Turks and Alaa al-Dawlahs in this part of the country. Here, it
should be pointed out what is seen with the arrival of Turkic ethnic groups in the region; The
formation of special customs and traditions in the form of literature and Turkish language and
numerous religious sects (mainly Sufi and derived from Indian and Buddhist culture), racial
fusion, all kinds of motifs and decorations related to architecture and shapes and designs used
in pottery works (use of motifs plants and animals with eastern roots) that was formed under
the influence of these Turkic tribes and spread throughout the region; which finally caused
fundamental changes in the social and cultural situation of the region.
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Fig 1: The location of the study area of the Hamadan-Bahar plain in relation to the surrounding plains (Beyk-
mohammadi et al., 2016: 678)
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Fig 2: a) The geographical range of the Hamedan-Bahar plain and the location of the Hamedan city in it
(www.googlemaps.com); b) The extent of the main aquifer of the Hamedan plain (Abedi kopayi et al., 2010: 12)
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Fig 3. The location of Khorasan highway communication route in the plateau of Iran (Lestrange, 1988: Fig 5)
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Fig 4: a and b) respectively, the map of the Jebal state in the 4th century AH and the location of Hamedan in its
center (Istakhri, 1961: 162; Ibn Hawqal, 1987: 102)
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Fig 5: The location of the Hamadan in the fourth climate from the book "Nuzhat al-mushtaq f1 ikhtiraq al-afaq"
(6th century AH), (Idrisi, 2009)
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Fig 6: The map of the Jebal state and the location of its cities in the 6th century AH, from the book Aja'ib al-
Makhluqgat wa Ghara'ib al-Mawjudat (Tusi, 2003: 281)
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Fig 7: Flanden and Coast's map of the Hamadan city and the most important routes leading to it in 1840 AD.
(Flandin, 1851: 24)
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Table 1: The most important communication routes of the Hamadan plain according to historians and

geographers (authors, 2021)
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Fig 7: The location of the settlements of the Islamic era in the geographical-cultural area of the Hamedan plain
(authors, 201
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Fig9: Geographical location and condition of the collection of works obtained from Bozanjerd site on the
Hamedan to Rey Road (Rezaei et al., 2023 B)
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Figl0: A view of the geographical location and the architectural condition of the Qaz Castle of Sorkh
Abad on the Hamedan to Rey Road (Authors, 2020)
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Figl1: Geographical location and condition of the collection of works obtained from the Zino-Abad site on the
Hamedan to Soltanieh road (authors, 2020)
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Fiigl12: The geographical location and the condition of the collection of works obtained from the Qoroq site on
the Hamedan to Soltanich road (Rezaei et al., 2023
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Fig13: The location of Parlok hill castle on the Haan to Qorveh road (authors, 2020)
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Figl4: The Marta Bolagh building on the Hamedan-Rey Road and its defensive structure (Authors, 2020)
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