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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Article type: The Elymaites were one of the autonomous and local governments
Research Article that were present in southwestern Iran during the Parthian period,
Article History: e.sp.e‘mal!y in the Khuzestan plaln, ‘and they had a rich culture and
Received civilization. Several works including; Magnificent stone temples,
January 27, 2024 expensive crypt tombs, a lot of paintings, coins, plaster casts, figures
Accepted and metal statues of the Elymaites are left, which all show their ability
June 20, 2024 in economic, political and governance fields. According to the results
S of investigations and researches carried out in the Elymaites period of
Khuzestan, like in other regions of Parthian territory, there were many
Citation: burial traditions. A special type of burials of this period can be
Jafarizadeh, M., mentioned the crypt tombs that were obtained from different areas of
Hemati Khuzestan, such as Saleh Dawood, the area of artisans of Shush and
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Gulalak of Shushtar. In this research, a special type of works of the
Elymaites period, that is, crypt tombs, is discussed, and the most
important questions are: What are the common features of the
architecture of the Elymaites crypt tombs? And what are the most
important reasons for the creation of Elymaites crypt tombs in
Khuzestan? The nature of the current research is fundamental and its
approach is descriptive-analytical, The method of collecting
information is also through library studies, including the use of books,
reports and some articles. The results of the research show that these
tombs have common features in terms of architecture, such as access
to underground spaces with staircase-shaped entrances, and the main
materials used in their construction are mainly brick and plaster
mortar, and its main space It has an arc-shaped cover. Also, the
evidence shows that probably the crypt tombs of the Elymaites period
were influenced by the burial tradition of the underground tombs of
the Middle Elam period.
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Introduction

The Elymaites were a semi-autonomous and sometimes autonomous government that ruled in
the southwest, west, and south of Iran. The time frame of the Elymaites government can be
examined before the formation of the government or the stage of the formation of the
government, at the same time as the Seleucids were in power, and after the establishment of
the Elymaites government by Comenskires I, at the same time as the Parthians were in power.
One of the most important findings of Elymaites is their burial works, which provide valuable
information about architecture, culture, art, customs and traditions. According to the results of
the research conducted in the Elymaites period, as in other areas of the Parthian territory,
there have been many burial traditions that can be divided into six types; He divided
underground crypt graves, crypt burials on the ground, coffin burials, pot burials, crypt
burials, and layered stone burials. Considering the variety of burial methods in the Elymaites
period, this article deals with a special type of burial of the Elymaites, in the form of crypt
tombs, and introduces their architecture, structure and characteristics.

Discussion

For the first time, Leonard Woolley identified a series of royal tombs of the 3rd dynasty of Ur
near the Nana shrine, which consists of vaulted underground chambers and stairs leading to
them. Of course, examples of this type of tombs have been identified in Grevirk, northeast of
the Euphrates and on the border between Turkey and Syria, which include two stone
underground tombs with a burial chamber, vestibule and entrance (Okse, 2005: 21-25). The
tradition of burial in Elymaites crypt tombs is carried out with arched vaults, and the oldest
examples of vaulting of underground tombs can be dated to the period of Old Elam II with
layered vaulting. Created, pointed out; later, the use of this Elymaites climbing technique
became popular in plains areas such as Shush, Haft-Tepe and Chaghazanbil. The way of
placing the arch on two long walls in the Elymaites tombs is the same as the Elamite way that
was identified in the Haft-Tepe and Shush sites during the Middle Elam period. Among the
architectural features of the crypt tombs, we can mention the placement of their stairs across
the tomb, which shows a remarkable similarity between the Elymaites tombs and the
Elymaites tombs. Of course, in the example of Saleh-Davood, a staircase was created in the
long wall of the building, which is similar to tomb number 4 of the Palace of the Dead of
Chaghazanbil from the Middle Elam period. The entrance staircase to the crypt tomb is so
narrow that one has to enter the tomb from the side. This method is also one of the strange
similarities between the Elymaites and Elymaites graves. Another example of these
similarities is in the way of dressing the entrance door, in both the Elymaites and Elymaites
periods, monolithic stone slabs were used to cover the entrance door. Also, in some graves, at
the end of the roof, a small box-like compartment is installed in which gifts or a series of
tablets were placed. In the architecture of Elymaites crypt tombs, the creation of a ledge on
the wall of the tomb room is one of its mysterious features, similar examples of which have
been identified in the Middle Assyrian period (Pedde, 2012: 95). The creation of a ledge in
the tombs of Middle Elam in Shush and Haft-Tepe has also been identified, which can be seen
in the examples of Elymaites tombs. What is clear is that at least the Elimaites adhered to the
traditions and beliefs of their ancestors and continued their burial traditions. Although some
Greek beliefs had also penetrated among them. Like putting a coin in the mouth to pay the
boatman's wages in crossing the river and entering the other world.



Q' 19]\ el 653 Mol slaolEal 5 Jlana
=~

Conclusion

The kings of the Parthian period left the people free to choose their religion. For this reason,
in this period, various burial traditions are observed in their territory. According to the fact
that the Elymaites were one of the local governments of the Parthian period, based on the
archaeological findings in these areas, the six types of burial include; Underground crypt
graves, crypt burials on the ground, coffin burials, pot burials, crypt burials and layered stone
burials have been identified. Among these burials, the crypt tombs of the Elymaites period
were obtained from the three sites of Saleh Dawood, the city of artisans in the area of Shush,
and Gulalak Shushtar near the old city of Dastwa. In terms of architecture, these crypt tombs
have common features, including; Narrow and narrow entrance steps leading to underground
spaces, integrated stone slabs to cover the entrance of the tomb, arc-shaped covering of the
main spaces and the use of brick and plaster mortar materials, etc. The first examples and
evidence similar to the architecture of crypt tombs can be found in the underground tombs of
Mesopotamia and Elam civilization. In fact, the belief of burial in the Elymaites crypt tombs
can be seen as the continuation of the Mesopotamian and Elymaites thoughts, which were
dynamic and alive among the Elymaites.
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