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ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Article type: The east of Iran has been neglected in archeology studies for the past
Research Article decades and a century, and despite the very few studies that have been done
on its findings, it shows the importance of this part of cultural Iran in

Article History: territorial archeology studies. The cultural domain of eastern Iran, which
I}zﬁlegrizdm 2004 cqrresponds to the sogthern parts of Gre-:ater.Khorasan and areas of northern
Accepted ’ Sistan, has been the site of important historical events. South Khorasan has
Tune 20, 2024 experienced many ups and downs throughout history and was known as a
d part of the Aryeh state in the historical era and as Qohestan in the Islamic
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era. The current geographical and political framework of the region consists
of desert areas in the southern and western half and parts of the east, and the
northern and central parts are mostly mountains and intermountain plains.
South Khorasan in the historical period, due to being on the communication
path of the eastern states of the empire and being located between two
important geographical and political areas such as Zaranke/Sistan and
Khorasan/Parth, played an important role in the political developments of
this era, and the study of archaeological data and evidence The remnants of
this era confirm this importance. The natural and geographical texture of
this region and its location in the middle of the eastern states of Iranshahr
have made this area to be considered as a link between the east and the
imperial center in the historical period and as the gate of Khorasan and the
grain storehouse of Iran in the Islamic period. The research is written in a
descriptive-analytical method based on field and library sources. The
purpose of the research is to study and examine the findings and
archaeological evidence obtained from the historical period (Iron Age III -
Sassanid) in the political area of South Khorasan and it is trying to answer
these questions. 1- What is the most distribution of sites in the Iron Age in
South Khorasan region? 2- South Khorasan region had cultural connections
with which regions?
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Introduction

The south of Great Khorasan (Qohestan/Kohestan of the Islamic period) has been mentioned as
the place where Segreti or Asgerti lived (Vogelsang, 2018: 106; Eilers, 2011). The image of the
clothes and some of the weapons and products of this people are in the reliefs of Persepolis
(Schmidt 1963: 87) and they were also mentioned earlier in the Bistun inscription (Sharp 1967:
52, DB. 6). The researchers are of the opinion that the place of residence of this tribe was
south of Parth (South Khorasan) to north of Drangiana/Zarnaka (Sistan, Iran) and west of
Aryeh (Herat) (Wiesehofer, 2001: 101; Labbaf Khaniki, 1998: Farjami, 2022: 51). Many place
names indicate the antiquity of this region (place names such as Bagheran, Surg, Bidokht,
Giv, Nobahar, etc.). We see the name of Qohestan for the first time in the works of the 3rd
century of Hijri, which means that ibn Rustah Isfahani, ibn Khordadbeh and Qadamah bin
Jafar have listed Qohestan as one of the Khuras of Khorasan (Ibn Rustah, 1986: 121; ibn
Khordadbeh, 1992: 62 and Qadameh Ibn Jafar, 1991: 139) and a little later, Ibn Faqih Hamdani
considers Qohestan to be a suburb of Iranshahr (Ibn Faqih, 1970: 171). The most important
feature that caused the importance and fame of this geographical framework in the first
centuries of Islam and shows its importance before Islam, especially during the Sassanid
period, is the emergence of freedom movements and the formation of efforts against the Arab
domination in the southern region of Khorasan (Tabari 1996/5: 2171; Tabari, 1996/11: 4949;
Sistan History, 2002: 176-172 and Ibn Athir, 2006/4: 1668). Another importance of this region is
that South Khorasan is located on the route of the communication routes of centers such as
Herat, Nyshabur, Kerman and Sistan, and these routes have maintained their importance until
now (Mekaniki, 2004: 162).

Discussion

The Iron Age (6th to 8th centuries BC), which is considered as the beginning of the historical
period in the Iranian plateau, is less known in the eastern half of Iran (Dana, 2015: 59). In
South Khorasan region, so far, a handful of sites have been attributed to this period, which has
caused problems in the field of recognition, chronology, and comparative comparison of data
and archaeological findings of this region. Considering that the influence of the Yaz III
culture can be seen in the northern half of Khorasan (Razavi and North Khorasan), but as it
was said, there is no correct knowledge of the pottery related to this period and only one type
of pottery attributed to this period, in Some areas of the province have been identified.
Cylindrical-conical glasses, from Iron Age pottery, which was popular in eastern Iran until the

Achaemenid period (Genito, 1990 & Vahdati 2020). Of this type of pottery in South Khorasan

province, from the Anbaz Poushteh site (Farjami & Mahmoudi Nasab, 2014 and Farjami, 2020),
Kalateh Shahpouri and Korgeh (Farjami, 1401) in the Chaharfarsakh valley of Nehbandan and
also from the Kondori Tepe, which is mostly It is known as a Parthian and Sassanid site
(Yousfi, 2008), An example of these glasses is reported as burnt. In the study of Khousf city in
the south of the province and from Do kouheh (Yousfi, 2010), a sample of this type of pottery
was obtained in a burnished form, only the lower part of which remained. Two samples of this
form of glass have been identified during smuggling excavations in Pai Godar e-Khonik Bala
Tepe in Qaenat County, which is proof of the distribution of this type of pottery in different
parts of the province.

The significant sites of the historical period in this region such as Nehbandan Castle, Tabas
Massina Citadel, Korageh and Aliabad Chaharfarsakh, Gabri Mod, Do-kouheh Khousf,
Takhcherabad, Sharqonj, Kheshkheshounak, Shahr e- Fars and the old city of Qaen show the
continuity of settlement and life from the first days of the empire. Achaemenid period until
the end of the Sassanid period in eastern Iran. The exact and absolute chronology of this find
in connection with an exploration based on a detailed stratigraphy can help to reconstruct
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settlement patterns in this important historical period. In general, the sites of the Iron Age
before the Achaemenid period are few in South Khorasan, which can be attributed to the lack
of targeted surveys or excavations that led to the identification of these sites in this region. In
the Achaemenid period, there is relatively more information about the sites, and according to
the available evidence, the distribution of the sites related to the Achaemenid period in the
western half of the province is very small, and most of the settlements were formed in the
central and southern parts. In the Parthian period, the number of enclosures increased in terms
of quantity and quality compared to the previous period, and perhaps the formation of the
Achaemenid government and its expansion from the northern regions of Khorasan to other
regions had an impact. In addition, these circular structures can be found in other regions of
South Khorasan province, including the city of Tabas Massina and the old city of Tun.
(Ferdows) and smaller circular structures in the area of Gabri Mod and Takhcherabad hill,
which shows the importance of this area in this era. In the Sassanid period, the ratio of the
enclosures becomes less compared to the Parthian period, however, most of the enclosures of
this period are the enclosures that were used in the Parthian period.

Conclusion

What is clear is that the South Khorasan has had an ups and downs history and this history is
closely linked with the settlements that some of them have been identified and introduced so
far. These settlements had an absolute dependence on water resources and fertile lands, and
on the other hand, they were a function of climatic conditions and characteristics in the South
Khorasan region. Many place names in this region are an indication of these conditions and
cultural characteristics, and many of these settlements have been moved, abandoned, or
revitalized due to historical conditions and trends, such as This can be seen in historical
earthquakes in different regions of the province, which according to the excavations shows
the displacement of the areas due to the earthquake, among which we can mention the area of
Gabri Mod Castle and also the old city of Qaen. According to the pottery data, the sites of
South Khorasan have many connections with the areas of North Khorasan and Eastern
Afghanistan, which have the most connections and similarities with the identified sites of
Sistan, and these examples show the extensive connections of this region with Sistan in the
post-Achaemenid period. It is Achaemenian and Parthian and it shows the cultural connection
between the two regions.
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