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The Bronze Age of Central Zagros is one of the most important
archaeological periods of Central Zagros, both in terms of the time
and distribution field, as well as the large number of settlements and
cemeteries. The western Pish-E Koh site, with the center of the
Kouhdasht plain, is one of the sites that have been less studied in the
Bronze Age. This article is based on the archaeological activities
carried out by archaeologists and tries to deal with the settlement
patterns of Bronze Age sites in this region of Central Zagros. Darb-
Gonbad district of Kouhdasht was surveyed by the author and the
sites identified by other archaeologists were used only for statistical
analysis. 104 sites identified by other researchers and the author from
the Bronze Age were examined in the article. In this research, using
the results of field, library and descriptive-analytical studies, the
reasons for localization and the settlement patterns of the sites of the
Bronze Age in the western Pish-E Koh were discussed. In addition to
settlement patterns, the explanation of the intra-regional cultural of
the central Zagros basin in the Bronze Age was also discussed. The
main question of the article is, what patterns does the distribution of
Bronze Age sites in the studied site follow? As a result, it was found
that the Bronze Age sites of the western Pish-E Koh have increased
both in number and size compared to the previous period. Also,
patterns such as the formation of a cemetery and settlement in a
settlement context and the presence of some key and large sites in the
center of each mountainous plain can play the role of the central sites.
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Introduction

Simultaneously with the Godin III phase, there is a kind of cultural homogeneity throughout
the western and southwestern Iran, which is shown through the spread of the Godin III
monochrome patterned pottery tradition. In fact, the Godin III monochromatic patterned
pottery tradition is the most important Central Zagros pottery tradition in the Bronze Age,
which has lasted for more than a millennium. The chronology of the Godin III period in
Godin Tepe is based on the historical sources of Mesopotamia and then the cultural sequence
of the Khuzestan plain, and the pottery of this period confirms the cultural connections with
these regions (Henrickson 2011). After Godin IV around 2700 BC (Potts 2013:207), Godin III
(2600 -1400 BC) begins (Henrickson 2011). However, the proposed date for the Godin 1116
includes 2300-2600 BC and the Godin III5 from 2150-2250 BC. The Godin 1114 is also
followed by an interval of less than a hundred years, roughly covering 2000-2100 BC. As
these dates show, the phase of Godin I1I6 coincides with the early dynasty III a, b, as well as
the early of the Akkadian period, and the phase of Godin III5 of this culture also coincides
with the late of the Akkadian period (Steinkeller 1982; Stolper 1984). The phase between the
1115 and 1114 phases in Godin is also the same as the periods after the Akkadian and Ur III.
Since each of the 1116 and III5 phases of Godin Tepe is separated based on the distinction of
architectural stages, their identification based on other cultural remains, such as pottery, is
inseparable (Henrickson 2011: 211).

The background of the research conducted in Kouhdasht shows that most of the
archaeological excavations after the revolution of Iran were conducted as rescue and limited
emergency excavations, and a scientific and question-oriented excavation based on which
relatively complete knowledge can be obtained. A comprehensive study of the settlement
patterns and chronological sequence of this part of Central Zagros has yet to be done. The
sites that have been investigated in this article are the result of archaeological activities in the
cultural landscape of Kouhdasht (Western Pish- E Koh), including all the sites recorded by
previous researchers as well as the sites identified in the author's survey in the Darb-Gonbad
district is from the Bronze Age in this region. It should be noted that the sites registered by
other researchers were used only for statistical analysis.

Discussion

Of the 371 sites identified from the Bronze Age to the Sassanid period in the study site, 104
sites (28.033%) have evidence of the Bronze Age. 97 sites (93.27%) out of 104 sites of the
Bronze Age have settlements, and 7 sites (6.73%) are cemeteries without traces of
settlements. It should be noted that in addition to the mentioned 7 cemeteries, 19 other sites
(18.27%) are in the form of cemeteries/settlements in such a way that the settlements and
cemeteries are formed together (Figure 2). The noteworthy point is that out of 371 sites
identified in the study site, 23 sites have this feature; that is, a cemetery and a settlement were
formed together, and 19 sites (82.60%) are related to the Bronze Age. As mentioned, one of
the characteristics of this period is the formation of sites in the form of settlements/cemeteries,
the most prominent of which are Serenji sites with 15 h, Surkh Dom Lori with 21 h and
Moureh-Kan with 7.5 hectares.

Another pattern that can be seen in the Bronze Age sites of the Western Pish-E Koh is the
presence of a large number of large sites in the center of each plain. As mentioned above, half
of the 95 sites with Bronze Age settlements have a site of more than 1 hectare (Table 2 and
Figure 3). More importantly, there is at least one large site in the plains and valleys of the
study site, including the Surkh Dom Lori with 21h in the east of the Kouhdasht plain and the
Chia-Pahn in the center of the plain with 14 h, the Chia-Pahn in the mid-mountain valley of
Koonani 25h, the Dar toi in Sartarhan with an site of 6h and the Sarenji it can be mentioned in
the Keshmahor Valley with an site of more than 15 h.
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Conclusion

By examining the sites of the Bronze Age in the region studied in this article, it was found
that one should be careful in attributing all the cemeteries of this period to mobile herdsmen
because many of the cemeteries of this period are not just cemeteries, contrary to what is
mentioned on the contrary, there are cemeteries on the edge of the settlement. Another pattern
that can be observed in the Western Pish- E koh sites is that after the Bronze Age, the
settlements were rarely formed in the form of Tape, and they are mostly flat sites that are
spread on the surface.

Out of 104 Bronze Age sites, two sites, the Batekhan and the Mer Basati Caves, due to the
fact that they were settlements formed in caves and seven cemeteries without settlements;
their sites were not calculated with other settlement sites. Among the remaining 95 sites, Tang
Kabood site, with 0.11 hectares, is the smallest, and Chia Pahn Koonani site, with 25h, is the
largest Bronze Age site. The total site of the settlements is 221.33h, with an average site of
2.33h. Based on the site, the Bronze Age sites are divided into seven clusters: Cluster one:
Sites from zero to half a hectare, including 34 sites (35.78%); Cluster two: Sites between half
a hectare to one hectare, including 14 sites (14.73%), Cluster three: Sites between one to two
hectares, including 21 sites (22.12%), Cluster four: Sites between two to three hectares,
including seven sites (7.33%), Cluster five: Sites between three to four hectares, including
five sites (5.26%), Cluster six: Sites between four to five hectares, including seven sites
(7.37%), Cluster seven: Sites over five hectares (Figure 3). Half of the 95 settlements (47
sites) examined in this article have a site greater than 1 hectare. If these settlements were not
relocated or new settlements were not formed during the Bronze Age, it indicates a population
growth in the region during the Bronze Age. This claim is reinforced by the fact that out of
104 sites (including settlements, caves, and cemeteries) from the Bronze Age, only 21 sites
(20.19%) have evidence from earlier periods, and 83 sites (79.81%) were initially formed
during the Bronze Age. On 63 sites (60.58%) out of 104 Bronze Age sites, settlements were
formed in periods after the Bronze Age, and 38 sites (36.53%) only have evidence from the
Bronze Age. Additionally, out of 21 sites that have evidence older than the Bronze Age, three
sites were permanently abandoned during the Bronze Age, and no settlements from periods
after the Bronze Age were formed on them.
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Figure 3: Classification of Bronze Age sites based on size
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Figure 6: Classification of Bronze Age sites based on size
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