|/(}1 Zagros Archaeological Research

..lJ Online ISSN: 2980-8944

https://www.zar.lu.ac.ir

PAER SRR
Decline of prehistoric painted pottery at the end of fifth
millennium BC.

Sirvan Mohammadi Ghasrain®*'!

1 PhD in Archaeology, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author). Email:

Mohammadi.sirvan@gmail.com

ARTICLE ABSTRACT
INFO
Article type: At the end of fifth millennium BC and in the large areas of ancient
Research Article west Asia from Mesopotamia to Iran, the painted ceramic style went
Article History: out entirely and repla({ed by plaip ceramic of fourth rr}illqnnium BC.
Received Because of overlapping of this event with urbanization in the
December 21, 2023 Mesopotamia, it was discussed and studied completely there, but
Accepted regarding Iran it pays little attention by archaeologists and many
March 04, 2024 questions remained unanswered in this regard. So, in order to answer
S this questions and also the reasons of disappear of painted ceramic at
the end of fifth millennium BC, the prehistoric pottery cultures of

Citation: many regions particularly in the second half of fifth millennium BC
Mohammadi was investigated. At the end it became clear that the same as
Ghasrian, S., (2024). Mesopotamia in the vast areas of Iran also like lake Urmia basin in
“Decline of north-west, the central Zagros highlands in the west, DehLuran, Susa
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and southern Zagros the painted pottery went out entirely at the end of
fifth millennium BC and replaced by fourth millennium BC plain

BC”, Zagros ceramic. But in the remains areas of Iran like central plateau the

Archaeological situations is completely different. In these regions the painted ceramic

f;sza’f ch, 1(1): 21- cultures continued at the end of fifth and throughout the fourth
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millennium BC. Also, in all mentioned regions of Iran, just in the
Khuzistan the disappearance of painted pottery at the end of fifth

millennium BC is overlap with basic changes in society the same as
Mesopotamia. What have been results in this article challenge the
proposed hypothesis in this regard until now.
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Introduction

Generally speaking, the painted ceramic was started the same as plain one from middle of 7"
millennium BC in vast area of ancient west Asia. In Mesopotamia and vast regions of Iran,
this trend was ceased by the middle of fifth millennium BC and at least it disappeared at the
end of this millennium entirely replaced by plain pottery of fourth millennium BC. the
disappearance of painted ceramic at the end of fifth millennium BC was a worldwide event
and cover a vast area from Mesopotamia (Stein, 2012:132; Rothman.2001), Syria (Akkermans
1988b:130; Akkermans and Schwartz, 2003: 184), Turkey (Marro,2010:38; Marro 2013) and large
regions of Iran. The present paper is trying to study the story of painted ceramic from
Neolithic period to the end of fifth millennium BC in mentioned regions and answer these
main questions in this regard: the same as Mesopotamia, the vanish of painted ceramic was
happened in all regions in Iran? The disappear of painted ceramic at the end of fifth
millennium BC in Iran is a result of urbanization the same as Mesopotamia? The
disappearance of painted ceramic influenced the other aspects of social life of Iranian
chalcolithic societies?

Discussion

The custom of painted ceramic in north and south of Mesopotamia started sometimes around
6500/6000 BC in the Neolithic period. The most ancient painted ceramic style of northern
Mesopotamia like Jarmo, Hassuna/Sammra during the Neolithic period (Lioyd & Safar, 1945;
Lioyd, 1980; Nieuwenhuyse and Cruells, 2004:50-55; Matthews, 2000: 37-45) developed in the
Halaf (Hijara, 1997; Akkermans 2013;2014; Campbell, 2007) and Ubaid period during
chalcolithic period. Finally, this process started to cease by the end of Ubaid period in the
second half of fifth millennium (LC1) and at least west out entirely at the end of this
millennium replaced by plain chaff tempered of LC2/3 period (Stein, 2012). In the southern
Mesopotamia, the painted ceramic style started in Ubaid0/1 period in the Neolithic period.
The long term Ubaid sequence in southern Mesopotamia continue to Ubaid 3/4 during
chalcolithic period extended to the northern Mesopotamia also(Stein, 2012), but the same as
northern Mesopotamia, finally it started to cease in the final phase of Ubaid period in the
second half of 5™ millennium BC (terminal Ubaid) and was disappeared at least at the end of
Ubaid period replaced by plain Uruk ceramics of 4™ millennium BC (Oates, 1983; Stein, 2012:
138; Rothman, 2001).disappearance of prehistoric painted ceramics in Mesopotamia is
overlapping with urbanization in the Uruk period but as discussed in the following the
situations for Iran is completely different.

Investigation of ceramic style in areas like north-west of Iran, central Zagros highland,
DehLuran, Susa and Fars showing that at the end of 5™ millennium BC the painted potteries
went out replaced by plain ones of 4™ millennium BC Contrary to the mentioned regions, the
remained area of Iran and particularly the Central Plateau of Iran has completely different
characterizes. In this region not only the painted pottery tradition did not disappear but during
this time and also in the following millennium (4" millennium BC) one of the most
interesting styles of painted tradition in Iran (Sialk IIT) were developed in these areas (Fazeli
Nashli et al.2013; Majidzadeh, 1978; 1981). In the central plateau of Iran, the same as other
regions discussed until now, the painted ceramic style started in the Neolithic period in the 6™
millennium BC (Sialk I). the painted ceramic continued to the chalcolithic period (Sialk II)
also but against all mentioned regions noted above in which painted ceramics vanished at the
end of fifth millennium BC, the painted ceramics of central plateau did not cease and continue
in the 4™ millennium BC also.

Conclusion
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As mentioned in the text, at the end of fifth millennium BC an important event was happened
regarding the pottery tradition. After long time of using painted ceramic from Neolithic
period, finally at the end of 5™ millennium BC this trend was stopped and replaced by plain
pottery of 4" millennium BC. This event covers a vast region from Mesopotamia, Syria,
Turkey and large regions of Iran. The sites in Iran within painted ceramic went out are lake
Urmia basin in north-west, central Zagros Highlands in the west, DehLuran and Susa in
south-west and Fars region in southern Zagros. But in central plateau of Iran, the painted
tradition not only ceased by the end of 5™ millennium BC, but one of the most important of
painted ceramic style of Iran (Sialk III tradition) occurred at the 4™ millennium BC. In other
words, the only remained regions located outside this world-wide event is central plateau of
Iran. Why this area did not cover by this event is not clear for us currently and need more
investigating in future. As noted, one of the main reasons for disappearance of painted
ceramics in Mesopotamia may lay beyond the beginning of urbanization during Uruk period
in 4" millennium BC. The same reason may affect the disappearance of painted pottery in
Susa in south west of Iran in 4™ millennium BC. But it should be noted that urbanization
process could not be proposed for disappearance of painted ceramics in the areas like lake
Urmia basin in north west, central Zagros highlands in west and Fars region in southern
Zagros. In this region even the same as Susa and Mesopotamia, the painted ceramic went out
at the end of fifth millennium and throughout fourth millennium, but we have not seen a great
change in the societies. The exact reason of disappearance of painted ceramics in this region
remained unanswered and further studies may find the reason in future studies.
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